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From the Pa

February is a time of contemplation. A
time to think about | ov|e
more to think about after the Super Bowl, and
with a rodent in Pennsylvania telling us that there
will be six more weeks of winter, why not reflect
upon the greatest of gifts and the strongest of
emotions.

Thinking about love means that ultimately

you are thinking about marriage. Charles Lowery Every Believer Sharing ]

tells the story of the man who lay dying in the ...

hospital. With his wife by his side he would drift Every West Virginian

in and out of a coma. This went on for days. Fi- .

nally when he realized what was happening, he Hearlng-

call ed for his wife anld sai ) n ave
been with me through everythingd the time | Méklnrd_‘é- Di’ﬁé’réhcg
wrecked the car, the time | lost my job, the time | . H

fell from the roof and now through this time of ill- ACFOSS WeSt Vlrglnla
ness. o He called her <clloser and with the strengt

he had | eft whispered, |[iWhatdhferemde wyuld it hake if eledychonle indMest
Then thereo6s the st 0¢nygini@was prahed forpedes indviduaMéaa the gos-

visited one of the chj peflof RdudGhrist,andrewed Persoh extertdedlan invi
classes and asked them what God said about




marriage. One boy

From your Pastor, shout ed

continued from page 1 forgive them for
they know not what
they do. o Marriage oft é

tough. Someone once said marriage is composed
of three rings: an engagement ring, wedding ring
and suffering. The problem with marriage is the
problem of love. Love can be so good and yet it
can be so very tough.

There is no question that in our world today
love is a supreme subject of interest. Not the abun-
dance of it, but mostly the lack of it. Most people
think that if they can just find love, the answers to
all their problems will be solved; life would be rosy
and they would live happily ever after. Love in peo-
pleds |Iives is often te
tions, and when emotions change so does the
| ove. That 6s why Godds
| t 6s not based upon emg
founded upon His very person in Jesus Christ.

February is known as the month of love. Itis
amazing how sentimental people often get at Valen-
tines Day. It is the only time during the year that
people highlight the emotions of love and are given
the opportunity to express them. However, with
Christians it is different. We have an opportunity to
express love every day; especially when we gather
to worship our loving God who is expressed and de-
fined not only as holy but also as love. The apostle
John writes under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
"This is the message you heard from the beginning:
We should love one another.”

We spend time on what we deem important.
Many of these choices are valid: time with family
and friends, work, prayer, ministry, evangelism,
serving the poor, fighting for rights, protesting
wrongs. But as Scripture reminds us, "And though |
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though |
give my body to be burned, but have not love, it
profits me nothing." (1 Cor. 13:3)

Even though we have the freedom to set our
own priorities, Jesus made a point of defining them
for us: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the sec-
ond is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.0 ( M
22:37-38). Love, then, is not a gray area of Scrip-
ture. Every thought, response, and act of goodwill
must first be pressed through the fine filter of love or
it means nothing.

n

The famous apologist and philosopher Fran-
ficks 8ahdeféer once wrote, "Because man is a man,
he is to be loved at all cost.” God paid that cost
with His only begotten son. Have you shown the
> wog @ tds tah abtad!| oa@ .
through Jesus should be our lifestyle. John Owen,
the famous Puritan preacher quotes Augustine
concerning God's love: "God loves all things He
has made; and among them He loves His rational
creatures more; and among them He loves those
who are members of His Only Begotten. And most
of all He loves His Only Begotten" (Works of John
Owen, vol. Il, p.33).

This is why it is important to always remem-
ber concerning God's love that He alone is love (1
John 4:16), and that God's love is not separable

n pfrom ldis other attribufes. Hd ia Isoly, dightequs, all

knowing, all-powerful and wise. But He is not
llovels grisoner; He doves dacauserire Hisr soverh i
teigntyrHe dhaoses taloves andnthait lovenis always
consistent with His holy attributes.

The Psalmist writes, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, that God is "everlasting to everlast-
ing" (Ps. 90:2). God's love does not fade. He is not
like the elderly couple in their eighties who went
before the divorce court judge requesting a di-
vorce. When the judge asked why after some sixty
years of marriage they now wanted a divorce, the
little elderly lady pulled herself up to the bench and
said, "Enough is enough!" God never says enough
is enough concerning His love for His children for
there is always more. It never changes. Let God's
love give you a great day of hope, joy and change
today.

The Great Church reformer, Martin Luther,
once said that God does not love us because
webdbre valuabl e, but we
loves us. And we have been made for Him and by
Him for His pleasure unto His praise as living reali-
ties of faith.

This month, share Jesus with someone.
Donodt | et this month go
and red heart. Share Jesus with someone and
bring them to church with you and watch God
work. | look forward to seeing you this Sunday,

With Christébés everl ast.
att.
Pastor Todd
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tation to attend a
local gathering of

Across America Continued

believers?

What difference would it make if large numbers qgf
West Virginia Southern Baptists mobilized to joln
thousands of other Southern Baptists across North
America to PRAY for the lost in their communitie
ENGAGE them in Chrizgntered conversations and/
or Christhonoring service, and SOW the gospel msg
sage.

What difference would it make if our churches sa
the power of the gospel transform lives and reaped
bountiful HARVEST like that seen in the book of A
and the Great Awakenings?

v
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Across West Virginia 2013 an initiative designed to

make a difference. We hope to mobilize Southefn

cts

Senior Luncheon

Soup Beans
and Cornbread

Tuesday, February 9th
12:00 Noon at the church
Dessert provided

Robert Ellison, Attorney, will be
speaking on Estate Planning, Wills,

Baptist churches in each of our ten associations to and Powers of Attorney_

PRAY, ENGAGE, SOW, HARVEST & ASSIMILATE new

disciple of Jesus Christ. Bring one valentine and a small
Think of the difference 50 churches...1/4 of our state  personal hygiene or snack item,
convention...could make. But what difference could

we make if EVERY church participated...if EVERY]| b

liever shared...Every person heard?

Think of the difference we at Grace Baptist c3
make.

n

Across West Virginia Timeline

Praying: Feb 21 March 13
Engaging/Sowing: Marchi&pril 3
Harvesting: April 4 Easter Sunday

Assimilating: April 11 May 2

UPDATE

Our boxes were
delivered to
Cameroon,

Southwest Asia,

Indian Ocean

Islands, and Panama.

e_such as, ChapStick®, foot powder,
gum, hard candy, peanuts, to send
to a local service man, Matt Beall,
serving in Iraq.

Baby Bottles for the
Womends Car e

Fill a baby bottle with your
loose change and help

support the
Center of Parkersburg.

Wo
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Bottles should be
returned to the office
by February 28th.




NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT,
LINDSAY NORRIS, CHAIRMAN

Regular Adult Choir and Easter
Cantata Choir Begin Rehearsals

WE NEED YOU!! The adult choir sabbatical comes
to an end, and rehearsals begin again on February
21, at 4:45 p.m. WE NEED YOU! The adult choir
needs more singers! Several of our regular mem-
bers are on vacation until spring. Please prayer-
fully consider filling our empty chairs until the end
of March.

You are also invited to sing with the Adult Choir in
the Easter Cantata. It will be presented on Palm
Sunday, March 28 at 6:00 p.m. There will be a sign
-up sheet on the bulletin board. You do not need to
be able to read music, but you do need to be able
to match pitch with your voice. That means that
your voice can move to sound like the note that is
played in your voice range. Watch the bulletin for
details of choir practice times. In the meantime,
please pray for wisdom in selecting just the right
cantata that God would have us sing. Also pray for
good health for choir members and their families.

Special Thanks

| want to say thanks to each of you who provided
special music during November, December, and
January. There was a great deal of sickness and
demand on your schedules with the holiday sea-
son, but each of you ministered beautifully.

Prai se Makers Chi
Begins Rehearsals
The chil drenbés choir wi |

February 7. We will meet in the adult choir room at
6:00 p.m. We hope you enjoyed your break. Come
prepared to have fun! Feel free to bring a friend.

We are planning another skating party for February
so watch for details!

Singing for His glory,
Mrs. Mary, Liz, and Cheryl

Bible Study Fellowship

If you know a lady who has recently lost her job, perhaps the
silver lining is that she might now be able to attend Bible
Study Fellowship until she finds new employment. The ex-
perience will strengthen her faith and encourage her.

The March Intro Class (for new ladies) will be on Thursday,
March 4th. The class always begins at 9:10 a.m. and con-
cludes at 11:00 a.m. Go to the sanctuary when you arrive.
Feel free to bring friends to the Intro Class. Children can only
attend after they have been officially registered. Praise God,
this year the enroliment of the Parkersburg class is holding
steady at 250!

The fi Ohnvdoedr ¢l as s
cially began in January and
they have an enrollment of 5
babies. Two are toddlers and
three are infants! This month,
their teachers will begin teach-

ing the children a few simple
signs to help facilitate commu-
nication. And yes, they too hear a simplified version of the
same Bible Story their mother or grandmother is studying.
There is a curriculum the entire morning even if they sleep
through i t! The purpose is fo
the youngest childbds heart anct
pray, teach and sing hymns. Help spread the word about this
new class. It is designed to enable more women to study
Godds Word.

Under Two Class Begins

The women who attend B.S.F. have opportunities to attend
Seminars on different topics throughout the year and there
are no fees! The seminars are outstanding in quality just like
attending a retreat for 2 hours! The topics include How To Do
Homiletics, How To Share The Gospel, How To Have A Quiet

| Tigle.Ho@ Ta @e ResoulCeFq@ Study And Serving, and

more! Bible Study Fellowship truly is a training center for a
lifetime of service!

As peinbeis ¢f Graces BRpasChugch, pegpe rengnipeg tg y |
pray for the safety of the ladies as they move about the park-

ing lot and inside the building especially during the winter
months. Several of the ladies have experienced automobile
accidents. Pray for souls to be saved and for spiritual growth

for everyone. Please pray for everyone to have good health
including family members so that the attendance can remain
high. Thank Him for the women and children who are cur-
rently in Godbés Word on a wee
contacts for invitations to Intro Classes. It is a privilege for us

to host this Bible Study as one of our community projects.
God is doing GREAT things and changing lives and allowing

us to be a part! Thank you Lord!



The catastrophic earthquake in Haiti has left
multitudes in desperate need of basic necessi-
ties. Peopl e want to he
do or how to help. Southern Baptists have a
strong infrastructure built with Cooperative pro-
gram funds and the Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
fering.

Missionaries already in place, with language
skills and an understanding of the culture, are
prepared to help in times of need. Through the
International Mission Board, you can help suffer-
ing Haitians-physically and spiritually-right now
and in the coming months. And you can do it
with the assurance that as Haitians are helped,
they will hear how much God loves them and
how they can have a personal relationship with
Him.

QUICK FACTS

1 Recent estimates indicate as many as
200,000 people are dead.

1 Aboutone-t hi rd of
in dire need of emergency aid.

1 Even before the earthquake, 80 percent of
the people lived in poverty, half of them living
on less than $1 per day.

Hai ti 060s

WHAT CAN | DO?

1 PRAY. Pray for people who lost loved ones.
Pray for the injured. Pray for people waiting
for help. Pray for God to protect emergency
responders and give them wisdom and
knowledge in the face of overwhelming need.

1 GIVE. Every dollar you give through the IMB
or Baptist Global Response will go to help
with crucial needs. BGR is a Southern Bap-
tist relief and development agency with
which the IMB partners.

1 BE PREPARED TO GO. Volunteers and

teams will be needed for a variety of ongoing
ministry and relief efforts.

HOW CAN | GIVE?

You can give on-line by visiting the BGR Web site
at www. gobgr.org and cl
guake Relief Fund.

Or go to www.imb.orghaitifund.

You also may mail your donations to: Baptist
Global Response, 402 BNA Drive Suite 411,
NasHvilef TN @721v@346 k now what t
Or make out your check or money order to IMB,
note in the memo section that it is for the Haiti Re-
sponse Fund and mail to International Mission
Board, P.O. Box 6767, Richmond, VA 23230-
0767.

HOW CAN | CONTACT SOMEONE?

Due to high volume, please start with the IMB or
BGR Web sites for the most recent information.
You also can e-mail the IMB at imb@imb.org or
BGR at info@gobgr.org. If you need to talk to
someone, call the IMB toll free at (800)866-3621
or BGR toll free at (866)974-5623.

(Taken from IMB.org)

Donations may also be given through Grace Bap-

tist Church. Please place your gift in the offering

plate and we will forward it to the West Virginia
9 Convention bf SduthgrneBaptistse ar e
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Thank you for giving to the
Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering®.

You gave $3,667.45 allowing us
to exceed our goal of $2800.00.

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® is much
more than an offering envelope and an annual mis-
sions-giving emphasis. When people give to the
offering, 100 percent of their gift will be trans-
formed into missionary salaries and ministry sup-
plies. Those missionaries and supplies will help
others hear the message of Christ and respond in
faith to His offer of salvation. Time and again our
missionaries relate how the offering is their life-
blood. They know that behind each penny given,
there is a Southern Baptist who believes in what
they do and are affirming the need to equip them to
share the gospel with those who need a Savior.



