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There is told the story of the young man who, .

eager to make it to the top, went to a well-known mil-
lionaire businessman and asked him what the number
one reason for his success was. The businessman
answered without hesitation, "Hard work." After a
lengthy pause, the young man asked, "What is the
SECOND reason?" Hard work is something that most
people run from, but | am thankful for the many peo-
ple in this church who run to it with joy knowing the
rich blessings that await them from God. Thanksgiving
IS a season of giving thanks, and | am so thankful for

the many who work so hard in this church in faithful Everyone Isinvited to attend the
ministry. The reasons are many. One is the joy of . :
God—the joy of the Lord really is their strength. They Stewardshl p Dinner!

do what they do not for earthly reward or recognition
but the delight of God. Another reason is a love of Smday, November 15th, 5:30 pP.Mm.
God manifested in a genuine love of people. They
really do care about people and the needs that God Each family is asked to bring 2 of the

has allowed to be made known that they might share following items: vegetable, salad or dessert.

and show God's amazing grace. And yet another is
understanding that out of God's command to work Meat, potatoes, gravy, bread and

and serve is the blessing of His sovereignty. God has drinks will be provided.
promised good to His own (Rom. 8:28). God really is




in control. Out of
every drudgery God
has promised good-
ness. You can turn
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drudgery to delight by understanding that God has
placed you where you are as His representative.

Contrary to popular belief, most unbelievers
won't come to our church. The world really isn't inter-
ested in us. Therefore, they are not influenced by our
sermons or our songs. We will get their attention by liv-
ing a life that cannot be explained. It's an attitude of joy
while working for a jerk. It is an attitude of appreciation
and thankfulness with little. It's not by grabbing unbe-
lievers by the collar and asking if they're ready to meet
God — it's your life grabbing them by the heart. It's their
grabbing you and asking you what's the secret to the
life you live. Thankfulness shared by individuals who
don’t just go through the motions, but who are truly
thankful for the love and mercy of God is one of the
greatest withesses we can share. A life of thanksgiving
is a life of work, witness and worship.

A life of thanksgiving is a life that reflects the
presence and love of Christ. One of the greatest bene-
fits of being fully alive is to give thanks for all of God's
benefits. Giving thanks for God's benefits causes us to
be thankful for people around us and the blessings that
they give us. Thanksgiving in a Christian’s life is a cir-
cle that continues to grow wider and wider. It involves
true fellowship and true service. It means sharing what
we have with others. One of those areas of sharing
specifically mentioned in God's Word are those of spiri-
tual truths. The truth that God has supernaturally gifted
you to service. By the presence of the Holy Spirit in
your life, God has enabled you to be of specific service.
We are to use those spiritual gifts, as Peter said, to
serve others (1 Peter 4:10). True fellowship involves a
joint participation manifested in sharing of what we have
with others. This involves the use of the gifts God has
bestowed upon us. Jerry Bridges in his book True Fel-
lowship provides some basic principles regarding spiri-
tual gifts.

(1). "The purpose of all spiritual gifts is to serve others
and to glorify God." God gave us our spiritual gifts in
order that we might serve and glorify Him to the fullest.

(2). "Every Christian has a gift and every gift is impor-
tant." God has appointed every believer a function in
the church and God has equipped every believer to ful-
fill that function.

(3). "Gifts are sovereignly bestowed by God." God is
sovereign and has given a plan for your life before you
were ever born. God has a sovereign holy purpose for

each of our lives in this church.

(4). "Every gift is given by God's grace." Paul said,
"We have different gifts according to the grace given us.
(Rom. 12:6)" None of us deserve our gifts to serve.
God gives because He loves.

(5). "All gifts must be developed and exercised.”
Though gifts are given by God's grace, we have a re-
sponsibility to develop them and to use them. Paul tells
Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:6 and 4:14 "Do not neglect your
gift."

(6). "The effective use of every gift is dependent on
faith in Christ." True service and labor is manifested in
a dependence upon Christ. A true love of God is seen
in a fervent faith in Him.

(7). "Only love will give true value to our gifts." Paul
tells us in 1 Corinthians chapter 13 that even if we pos-
sess the greatest of gifts, have the most extra-ordinary
faith, and display an amazing amount of zeal and cour-
age, yet have not love, we are nothing and we accom-
plish nothing.

This thanksgiving give thanks to God for ena-
bling you, equipping you and empowering you to be
used by Him for service. Thank God for the privilege of
being a part of the wonderful process of grace. By your
life and specifically by your service, God chooses to
save souls and to change lives.

A man joined a uniqgue monastery in which for
the first ten years he could only speak two words. For
the next ten years he could only speak two more words,
and so on. After his first ten years he said, "Hard bed."
After the next ten years he said, "Bad food." After ten
more years he said, "l quit." The rest of the monks said,
"We figured that. You've been complaining ever since
you got here." A life of Thanks-living gives us nothing
to complain about.

As this holiday of Thanksgiving comes and
goes, Mary, Hampton and | want to pause and give
thanks for Grace Baptist. We can honestly say from our
heart that we give thanks to God for each of you. Eve-
ryone of you has a special place here in the work and
will of God, and we are thankful that God has brought
you to us and us to you.

| look forward to seeing you this Sunday. By His
Grace and for His Glory,

Pastor Todd



DON'T
FORGET

- Your shoe boxes are due in the office by
the end of the day, Sunday, November
15th.

« Include $7.00 in cash or a check written to
Grace Baptist Church to help with ship-
ping.

« Cut out the appropriate boy or girl label
and tape it on the top of your shoe box
gift.

- Contact Cheryl Greene if you have any
additional questions at 304-483-3540.

We will follow each box to its’ destination!

WE ARE
EXCITED TO
WELCOME THE
FOLLOWING NEW
MEMBERS TO
OUR CHURCH:

GENE AND HELEN
CARPENTER

j WEBNOITES

== By Roy Blackwell

We have 35 folks signed up for the Grace News
email list. In the near future we will begin to make
use of this email service to open another channel
of communication. If you haven't signed up and
wish to, please visit http://gbcparkersburg.org/
gracenews.htm.
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Our next Saturday breakfast and meeting is
November 21 at 9 AM.

Plan to attend and enjoy the camaraderie of
your fellow men. | especially invite all who
have never attended before.

Come and enjoy a great breakfast and find
out what we’re about.

Women of Grace

Ladies, we now have a women’s ministry team at Grace!
Leaders include Teri Blackwell, Betty Pierson, and Barb Rob-
erts.

It is our desire that the women’s ministry would provide op-
portunities for women at Grace to grow in the Lord together
and to minister to one another and to the community around
us. We would be excited to hear your ideas of how we can
accomplish these goals. Bring your ideas to our kick-off on
Saturday, November 14th at 10:00 am in the old fellowship
hall. We will have coffee, tea and light refreshments available
and enjoy a time of encouragement and fellowship. We plan
on ending between 11:00 and 11:30 am.

Things to be thinking of as you contemplate our women’s
ministry: What do you see as your greatest challenge right
now? What particular burden has God given you? Where do
you see God Working? How can we join Him and impact our
community? What aspect of your Christian walk do you find
the most difficult?

We look forward to our time together on the 14th!



NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
LINDSAY NORRIS, CHAIRMAN

Thank you for the wonderful feedback about the
special music that we had during the October Re-
vival Services. | am glad that you enjoyed the vari-
ety and all the praise goes to God for providing the
singers and the messages in song that they
shared. Thank you for your attendance and for the
warm welcome that you gave each of our musi-
cians.

As Christians, we live with an attitude of thanksgiv-
ing to the Lord. During the month of November, the
music of the Adult Choir will focus on the theme of
Thanksgiving. Some of the songs that are planned
will incorporate children, soloists, the choir alone,
and we even have a song that we want you to sing
with us. To God be the glory for the great things He
has done!

Please make plans now (mark your calendar) to
come to the church on Monday, November 30 at
1:30 p.m. to decorate for the holidays. Christmas
carols will be playing in the background, wreaths
will be hung, and many Christmas trees will need
to be assembled and their branches will need to be
arranged. Decorating the Chrismon tree is particu-
larly meaningful because EVERY ornament is
about Jesus! Men are needed to help bring the tree
boxes to the foyer after the evening service on the
29th. Men can help vacuum or decorate! This job
cannot be done alone! The more people who help,
the less time it will take. We will remove the deco-
rations on Tuesday, December 29. We needs lots
of help for that too!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM THE MusiC DEPARTMENT!

vember 4th from 5:40 until 6:24 p.m. Please be
there on time!

Rehearsal practice times for December 4th and 5th
will be given out at a later date. Keep that weekend
open! We will practice on that Friday evening and
Saturday morning as we have done in the past. We
only have a few weeks to get ready, so everyone
must work hard these next few weeks!

Pray hard for our children to stay well and for those
who are ill to get well.

PRAISE MAKER'S NEWS
DIRECTOR, MARY HILL

We are hard at work preparing for the Christmas
musical which will take place on December 6, at
6:00 p.m. Children—Keep listening to your
CD’s!

We will begin practicing Wednesday nights on No-

ADULT CHRISTMAS CANTATA
Director, Patrick Greene

We have only a few weeks left before
our cantata performance on Sunday eve-
ning, December 13 at 6:00 pm. Please
continue to listen to your CD’s. Also
pray for everyone involved in each musi-
cal production to remain healthy and for
the productions to run smoothly. Pray for
God to be glorified and hearts to be
drawn closer to HIM.

DATES TO REMEMBER

November

8 Sun, Adult Choir Rehearsal 4:45 pm

8 Sun, Children’s Musical Rehearsal 6:00 pm

11 Wed, Children’s Musical Rehearsal 5:40 pm

15 Sun, Children’s Musical Rehearsal 6:15 pm (in sanc-
tuary)

18 Wed, Children’s Musical Rehearsal 5:40 pm
22 Sun, Adult Choir Rehearsal 4:45 pm

29 Sun, Adult Cantata Rehearsal 4:45 pm
December

2 Wed, Children’s Musical Rehearsal 5:40 pm

4 Fri, Children’s Musical Rehearsal, PM, TBD

5 Sat, Children’s Musical Rehearsal, AM, TBD

6 Sun, Adult Cantata Rehearsal 4:45 pm

6 sun, Children’s Musical Performance 6:00 pm
11 Fri, Adult Cantata Rehearsal, TBD

13 Sun, Adult Cantata Rehearsal and Performance



