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Fall Revival at
Grace Baptist Church

Recently | came across a rather interesting advertisement.
It was instructions for a Psychiatric hotline, below are the
menu of options:

If you are obsessive-compulsive, please press 1 re-
peatedly.

If you are codependent, please ask someone to press
2.

If you have multiple personalities, please press 3, 4, 5,
and 6.

If you are schizophrenic, listen carefully and a little
voice will tell you which number to press.

If you are paranoid-delusional, we know who you are
and what you want. Just stay on the line while we trace
this call.

The world is not a happy place. But in Jesus you
can be. | hope and pray that today and every day you will
begin to show the joy of salvation to a world that does not
know true joy. The biggest hindrance to growth in the
church today is a single lack of faith—a lack of confidence
in God's supernatural power that is revealed first individu-
ally then corporately. When we limit our faith to natural re-
sources it naturally shrinks our vision and we accept medi-
ocrity. When we unleash our faith to God's unlimited re-




sources our vision also
becomes unlimited.
Our resources for
growth are unlimited,

because our God is
unlimited. The greatest force in the universe can be this
Church that is alive with the passion and power of God. |
truly desire and pray that we will be that Church. It is that
positive Can-Do attitude that strengthens each Sunday
School class to grow, each organization and ministry to work
harder than ever, and each individual to truly be God's ser-
vant. Knowing how God blesses and uses our faith brings a
real relief.

If there is one feeling that is greater than all others, it
is the feeling of relief. Relief when we are in physical pain;
relief means that the pain subsides. When we are emotion-
ally distraught, relief calms us and gives us a sense of satis-
faction. When a relationship is strained, perhaps with some-
one we were once close to, we do not feel relief until we have
worked through the painful process of making things right
with that person. When we are burdened by heavy financial
debt, getting that paid off brings the sweeter release of relief.
When guilt assaults us in transgression and we seek God's
forgiveness, the guilt gnawed at our inside goes away as God
brings relief.

Because God is the sovereign ruler over our lives, it's
obvious that if we ever have the feeling of relief, God has
given it to us. He’s the author of relief. He is the one who
grants us the peace, the satisfaction, the ease. In fact, | think
relief is nothing less then the reality of God’s mercy. | like the
way one writer put it; “Mercy is God’s active compassion that
He demonstrates to the miserable.” Probably one of the most
beautiful things about mercy is that it is demonstrated to the
offender as well as to the victim. When the offender realizes
his or her wrong, God brings mercy. When the victim needs
help to go on, God gives mercy. Ephesians 2:1, 4-5, says it
best, “*And you He made alive, who were dead in tres-
passes and sins,... “But God, who is rich in mercy, be-
cause of His great love with which He loved us, *even
when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive to-
gether with Christ (by grace you have been saved).” The
connecting link between a holy God and a sinful person is
God's love which activates His grace which in turn sets in
motion His mercy. They're like divine dominoes that bump up
against one another. He loves us not because of something
in ourselves but because of something in Himself. And in His
love He demonstrates His grace, which brings forgiveness.
And on top of that grace prompts mercy and then, halleluiah,
relief.

Sometimes we are Christians so long that we forget
what it is like to know true mercy, to know true relief. This is
where revival begins. It begins with remembering that you
were a worthless sinner in need of salvation and God won-
derfully and graciously gave it. Not because you deserved it,
but because God just loved you. Pray for revival, attend
these special meetings we have set aside to refresh and re-
new your heart in God’s mercy. Please, I'm asking as your
Pastor, don't miss a single moment to be here and let God
work in your heart. True revival can come, but it begins with
you and me.

Let revival come to your heart, let it begin with God’s
mercy. When | am treated unfairly, God’s mercy relieves my

bitterness. When | grieve over loss, God’s mercy relieves my
anger. Then | struggle with a handicap, God’s mercy relieves
my self pity. When | endure physical and emotional pain,
mercy relieves my hopelessness. When | deal with sinful
actions, God’s mercy relieves my guilt.

As the people of God, we must be people of mercy.
We must lessen our demands and increase our compassion
just as our God so often does with us. His tender mercy so
beautifully balances His sovereignty and His justice and His
holiness. God who has every reason to judge us for our sins,
graciously grants us His mercy, mercy full of forgiveness,
mercy wrapped in love.

Let revival come. | look forward to seeing you this

Sunday.

Pastor Todd

A REVIVAL CHALLENGE

That we give ourselves to prayer and supplication for
true Revival and Spiritual Awakening,

That we turn our faces to God in the most confident
faith, repenting of known sin, and believing and obeying
God’s Holy Word,

That we cultivate the things that create fellowship and
good will, honestly and sincerely loving one another, and

That we give ourselves in the fullest support and effort to
fulfill the Great Commission here at Grace Baptist.

WHAT TO PRAY FOR REVIVAL

Please Pray that the Holy Spirit will bring a work of Sal-

vation —
Pray that people will be saved and that lives will truly
be changed by God’s grace. Pray for families to be
added to the church.

Please Pray that the Holy Spirit will bring a Celeb

Love —
Pray for a genuine excitement and joy of God'’s Love.
Pray for an enthusiasm to worship and witness. Pray
for the joy of the work of God, corporately and indi-
vidually. Pray that we really will love God with all our
heart, mind, soul and strength. Pray that we will love
one another by being giving, forgiving, and forbear-
ing. Pray that we will share that love with each per-
son we come in contact with, both outside and inside
this church.

Please Pray that the Holy Spirit will bring an Alle

of Sin —
Pray for a true examination of our lives. Pray that we
will deal with the sin in our life. Pray that we will con-
fess our sins to Jesus and really repent of them.
Pray that we will ask God to thoroughly search and
try and see if there be any wicked way within us.
Pray that we will be sensitive to sinful, selfish atti-
tudes and actions. Pray that we will be clean vessels
filled only by and with the Holy Spirit. Pray that sub-
mission and service will be expressed in genuine hu-
mility.
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the power of a simple gift

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.” - Matthew 19:14, NIV

Since 1993, some 69 million boys and girls
in over 130 countries have received shoe box
gifts and heard the Good News of the Savior—
God’s greatest gift.

It all starts with you!!

We will be collecting shoe boxes through the
month of October. Additional information will be in
the Sunday bulletins. If you have questions or
would like to assist with this ministry, please con-
tact Cheryl Greene at 304-483-3540.

Senior Ministry Trip
To
Sweet Apple Farms

Join us for an afternoon of fun
and fellowship.

Tuesday, October 20th
Meet at the church at noon.

Croissant sandwiches provided. Please bring
chips, tomatoes, pickles, brownies, cookies
and other snacks.

We’'ll leave the church at 1:00 pm and carpool

to Sweetapple Farm in Vincent, Oh. We’'ll enjoy

a hayride, corn maze walk and other activities.

Dress comfortably. No flip flops. Cost is $5.00
per person. Don'’t forget your camera!

WE ARE EXCITED TO WELCOME THE FOLLOW-
ING NEW MEMBERSTO OUR CHURCH:

RYAN RICHARDS; GARY, PATTY, KELSEY AND
Nic CARPENTER; AND MARK JERNIGAN

[

In September the seniors spent the after-
noon together enjoying chicken dishes,
fellowship and a devotional led by Rich
McClure of First Baptist Church.



Rearrange things if necessary, but mark your cal-
endar NOW for our upcoming Revival Services.
The preaching and special music are going to be
GREAT and truly a time of renewal and refresh-
ment to your soul. Your attendance each evening
will go a long way in helping our guests feel wel-
comed and appreciated for the effort they will make
to be with us.

We have two specials for Sunday night! Jenna
Pierson , the granddaughter of Bill and Betty Pier-
son, will sing the Call to Worship. Jenna is in the
5th grade at Vienna School where she is an excel-
lent student. Jenna is a member of Vienna Baptist
Church. In addition to singing at her church, she
played Becky Thatcher at the Smoot Theater, and
you may soon see her in a production at the Ac-
tor's Guild. John and Krista Pierson are her par-
ents. She has a brother named Matthew.

Michelle Hall will also be with us on Sunday eve-
ning. Her husband, Shawn, is the pastor at Pine
Grove Baptist Church. Michelle has 3 children and
this past spring she became a mother-in-law. Mi-
chelle was born in Alabama and has lived in WV
for 10 years. Michelle began taking piano lessons
at three years old and is one of our local piano and
voice teachers. Jenna Pierson is one of her piano
and voice students. In addition to singing and play-
ing the piano, Michelle also plays handbells, the
violin, the organ, and the harmonica! Michelle is
the accompanist at Pine Grove Baptist Church and
had to make special arrangements to be away so
that she could be with us.

Lynn Williams is coming to sing on Monday eve-
ning. She was born in the Philippines and came to
America at the age of 20 just shortly after she mar-

ried Bob. Lynn is the 4th generation of a musical
family whose occupation is performing. She left all
of that behind when she was saved at the age of
19. Lynn is very particular that the songs she
chooses are God centered and not talking about
self or anything else. She has two daughters, Mel-
ody age 10 and Michelle age 6, whom she has
home schooled for the past 6 years. Melody has
already won a WV Governors Award. Bob plays
the trumpet and both girls sing and take piano les-
sons.

The Southern Gospel Group, Redeemed, will pro-
vide special music on Tuesday night. They were
very well received last year, and | invited them
back at your request. Jim Whitlatch is the bass
player in the group. Jim is a river boat captain and
the father-in-law of Brad Lewis (another member of
the group). Jim is a member of South Parkersburg
United Methodist Church. Jason Caltrider is the
newest member of the group and the pianist.
(Steve Bayer was the previous pianist. He died un-
expectedly this past summer of a heart attack while
mowing his lawn.) Jason is 25 years old, single,
and is employed at Public Debt. Jason attends the
Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church. Dan
Anderson has his own sound company. He is mar-
ried to Lynnae and they have two little girls. Dan
sings tenor and belongs to the Broadway Church of
the Nazarene. Brad Lewis is a member of South
Parkersburg United Methodist Church and is the
son-in-law of the bass player. Patti is his wife and
they have two sons. Brad works at United Bank as
a computer specialist. Brad will sing the lead. Tom
Lemon was the contact person for the group and
he sings baritone. Tom is a member of Fellowship
Baptist Church. He is married to Susan and they
have 3 grown children and 2 grandchildren. The
other members of the group call Tom the “old man”
of the group, but actually Jim is the oldest by only a
year. Tom is retired from Storck Baking Company.
He is a survivor of a kidney and pancreas trans-
plant in 1994.



New Mercy will be with us on Wednesday evening.
They're a women’s trio from Fellowship Baptist
Church. The singers are Cathy Mace, Rhonda Al-
fred, and Pam Mcintire . Cathy Mace is married to
David and is the mother of two adult children, one
of whom is serving in the Air Force. She is the mu-
sic teacher at Fort Frye Local Schools, Beverly,
Ohio, and teaches all 12 grades. As might be ex-
pected, she enjoys all types of music. Cathy’s par-
ents were accomplished musicians and her dad
would play string bass on Sunday afternoons with
the Wheeling Orchestra. Her mom played mando-
lin. Rhonda Alfred and Cathy sang in another trio
for 23 years. Rhonda transcribes for closed caption
television as one of her many activities. She comes
from a musical family and loves Southern Gospel
music. She and her husband Don have four adult
children. Pam Mcintire is a massage therapist. She
has three adult sons. Look for Pam and her hus-
band to be riding their Harley on weekends. While
growing up, Pam and her sisters sang together.

The Children’s Christmas Musical will be presented
on Sunday Evening, December 6th followed by a
fellowship, and the Adult Choir will present a can-
tata on Sunday, December 13th at 6:00 p.m. Mark
your calendar now and begin to pray about who
you can invite to attend with you. Almost everyone
likes Christmas music and this is an opportunity for
people to come to church who would never be in-
terested in coming at any other time of year.

PRAISE MAKER'S
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
STILL NEEDS You

Children’s choir has

started, and we still have

lots of room for you! If you

are in Kindergarten
though 6th grade, come join us! The
deadline is October 11th! We have a
deadline because of time limitations.
This year our musical is titled The Beth-
lehem Project. There is a lot of variety,
SO we need everyone to participate if
possible. We will be scheduling a fall
choir get together in October, so watch
for details. Thanks to all our leaders who
help with this wonderful ministry! We
couldn’t do it without you.

Still Time to Join
the Adult Choir

The Adult Choir year began last month but there is
still time to join! The choir practices on Sunday
evenings in the choir room which is located under
the sanctuary. Check the bulletin for practice times
because they change from time to time.




Christmas Cantata
Rehearsals Begin

It's That Time Of Year!! Can you
believe it? Summer is now behind us,
and yes...Christmas is just a few
months away!

Join Patrick Greene as he directs our
first cantata practice.

Sunday, October 4th, 4:45 pm
in the choir room.

One Small Child, a simple yet mean-
ingful cantata, brings together some of
our favorite carols and contemporary
worship songs.

We look forward to having you with us!.

T By Roy Blackwell

We have launched an email service
for sending out occasional items of
interest about news and events at
Grace. This may include things like
upcoming events, special meetings or
urgent prayer requests and perhaps
an occasional pastoral note. If you
are interested in receiving these, and
| hope that you are, you may sub-
scribe here: http://
gbcparkersburg.org/gracenews.htm.
Please try it out. Every email sent will
include an unsubscribe link so that
you may cancel your subscription at
any time.

Pastor Todd stands with our Associational
Missionary Dick Howie, WVCSB Executive
Director-Treasurer Terry L. Harper, and
other pastors from our association for the
Immanuel Baptist Association’s first Cele-
brate Evangelism service. Many members
of our associational churches attended this
event hosted by Grace Baptist Church in
September.



It's time for a new
Church Directory!

So, | want to see your
smiling face!

When? Friday Oct 23, 1-8 pm and Saturday Oct 24, 10 am-6 pm. Please
call Ellen at 304-485-4071 to schedule a time to come to the church to get
your portrait taken. If these two dates don’t work for you, you may schedule
an appointment for October 18th and 25th from noon to 1:00 by calling Bar-
bara Roberts at 740-315-5079. You may also submit your own family photo
or self-portrait if none of these dates work for you.

Please keep your clothing simple and casual. Wear something nice that you
are comfortable in. Suits aren’'t necessary, but if you love them feel free to
wear one. Jeans and khakis work well too with a nice shirt! Coordinate col-
ors among those you are getting your picture taken with. Please Don't
Match. Coordinate. For example, everyone in your family could wear accent
tones and shades of the same color. Solid colors work well. Dress intention-
ally from head to toe. | will be taking some full body shots! Look good and
smile pretty!

If you are interested in purchasing any portraits, | will have them available
at a later date. Please leave your email address so | can send proofs. Don't’
have email? Leave other contact information, and we’ll work it out. Thanks!
Sarah

Questions? Contact Sarah Francisco via JB Meadows Photography
376 Northwood terrace, Williamstown, WV 26187
(304)375-5800



Wednesday, October 28th
5:30—8:00 p.m.

Join us for a fun time of games,
activities, food and fellowship for all
children.

Everything is free, and everyone is
encouraged to come in costume.
(No scary ones please!)

Our goal is to reach out to the
community and invite those who are
unchurched or unsaved to be a part of
our church family.

Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m.
Potato Soup—Chili—and great sides.

Games begin at 6:00 p.m.

We need our entire church family to
volunteer to work games and
participate in order to make this event

successful.

We will be taking candy donations

beqginning this Sunday. Please bring in

as much as you can.

We also need lots of large appliance
boxes for our box maze.

We hope to see you there!




Ladies—Are you bored? Looking for
meaning in life? Are you lonely and
want some good Christian fellowship
with new friends? Do you get de-
pressed during the winter months?
Perhaps you're too busy and need a
defined time to study your Bible but
can’'t seem to make it happen? If you
answered Yes to any of these ques-
tions, perhaps Bible Study Fellowship
IS your answer.

This year, the topic of study in B.S.F.
will be The Book of John . The 9-
month study will cover John and |
John. The book of John reveals Jesus
as the Son of God and source of sal-
vation and abundant life. John is
uniquely different from the other three
Gospels. Women who are not yet en-
rolled for the class may do so by at-
tending the Introduction Class on

Thursday, November 5 from 9:10 -

11:10 a.m. 34 ladies attended the In-
troduction class in September. All la-
dies are welcome - those who have
studied the Bible before and those
who know nothing about the Bible. If
you decide to attend, invite a friend!

When you arrive, just go to the sanc-
tuary and enjoy the experience!
Please do not bring un-enrolled chil-
dren to the introduction class. You will
enroll them at the Introduction Class,
and they will start attending the next
Thursday. Grandmothers may enroll
their grandchildren (ages 2 through K)
too. Two year olds do not need to be
potty trained. Each Children’s Class is
equipped with two trained Children’s
Leaders and a volunteer. Each week
the children will be taught the same
lesson that you study only it will be
from their level of understanding. The
children’s program includes play, sing-
ing, rhythm class, large muscle activi-
ties, and snack, and they learn how to
meditate on what they have learned,
and much more.

Hosting Bible Study Fellowship is one
way that Grace Baptist Church minis-
ters to the community. As the host
church, please pray for protection for
this class (and our church) from Satan
and his wiles and fiery darts. Pray for
safety as the ladies move about the
building. Thank God for what He is do-
ing in our facility and town and for let-
ting us be a part of it. Please pray for
God’s protection over the parking.
Pray that we won’t have excessive
rain this fall and spring and that the
ground will remain firm for overflow
parking. Pray that all ladies will under-
stand who Jesus is and place their
trust in Him.
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