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With the month of September upon
us, immediately we are reminded of sev-
eral things. The first is the start of a new
school year. | am reminded of the first
grade teacher that collected old, well-
known proverbs. In an exercise with the
children of her class, she gave each child
the first half of the proverb and had them
come up with the rest. Here are some of
the results:

Strike while the...bug is close.

Don’t bite the hand that...looks dirty.

An idle mind is...the best way to relax.
Laugh and the whole world laughs with
you, cry and...you have to blow your
nose.




The bible is full of
wonderful truths that
manifest themselves

in proverbs. In Prov-
erbs 27:17, Solomon writes, “As iron sharpens iron
so a man sharpens the countenance of a friend.” |
personally find that very true. The Church, the body
of Christ, is a fellowship of friends. We are friends,
defined and bound by God's marvelous grace. Jesus
calls us friends in John 15. He did not call us col-
leagues, disciples, followers or even Christians, but
friends. He said, "Greater love has no one than this,
than to lay down one's life for his friends. You are My
friends if you do whatever | command you." (v.13 &
14)

Paul put it this way, "as the body is one and
has many members, but all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free and
have all been made to drink into one Spirit." Out of
that oneness, comes an unbreakable friendship that
creates a natural unity bound by the love of God; the
love that was made manifest in Jesus Christ. Even
though we are all different, in size, in abilities, and
even in temperament, we are all united under the
Head of Christ. True unity comes only when Christ is
the head. The Church itself, is more than interna-
tional, it is supernatural. It provides an authentic
unity for a world that is distraught and fractured,
bleeding and wounded. The basis for this unity is
Christ the Lord. He is the Head and since He is the
head of the body, there is a unity in vision. For we are
called and commanded to see the world through His
eyes. We must stop looking at the world outside of
Christ and start seeing through the eyes of Christ.

With that vision of Christ, there comes a de-
pendence upon Him. The unity of our lives is mani-
fested in the church as we minister and depend upon
one another. That dependence yields a friendship of
conviction, compassion, concern and truth. A selfish
pride that surrenders to the Head in unselfishness
and humility, that inter-dependence shows again the
analogy of Paul in reference to the body. When one
part of the body is missing, the rest must work harder
and less effectively to accomplish the work that lies
before us. All of us are an important part of this
Church. When you are not here, whether in presence
or attitude, as a Church, we are less, because of it.
You are important because God loved you and saved
you with the most precious gift, His Son, Jesus
Christ. God transformed you and me to be a part of
the body, the Body of Christ.

A young and foolish airplane pilot wanted to

sound cool on the aviation frequencies. This was his
first time approaching a field at night, and instead of
making any official requests to the tower, he said,
“Guess who?” The controller switched the field lights
off and replied, “Guess where?” Don’'t miss the light
of God’s love. Be where love is shining the most,
here at church.

With the Fall season upon us, make sure that
you are a part of all that God has in store for this
Church. It is easy to replace the essential for the tem-
poral and to neglect the eternal. Put Christ first this
Fall and watch the wonder of God’s grace and love
grow. Don’t forget about your greatest friend: Jesus.
Whether it be Sunday School, outreach, discipleship,
or the Fall Revival, don’t’ miss a single opportunity to
love one another and be a part of the Body of Christ.

The second thing that the month of September
reminds us of is the reality of war. With the anniver-
sary of our nation being attacked and with the de-
struction of the World Trade Center, we are reminded
that we are a nation at war. War is ugly and always
hurtful. 1t always requires sacrifice and absolute ser-
vice. Please remember the many friends and family
loved ones who are standing in the gap giving protec-
tion and provision so that we might enjoy the bless-
ings of our land. Never stop praying for victory. Pray
for the many families who have lost a love one. But
most of all pray for our nation that real revival will
bring a real spiritual reformation to our nation. Re-
member as well the spiritual war that we are in every-
day as a Christian. This month we will continue our
study on the book of Mark by looking at how Jesus
constantly changed lives with Love. Please don’t
miss a single message and | pray that you will an-
swer God’s call to share in a personal testimony how
God’s love, through His salvation, has changed your
life. The testimonies have been inspiring and encour-
aging.

The Sunday School teacher was horrified
when she saw the picture one of her pupils had
drawn. “Why it looks like a cowboy walking into a sa-
loon,” she said. “It is,” said the child. “But it’s all right.
He’s not going to drink anything; he’s just going in to
shoot a man.” Life can be confusing and often the
best intentions can be misinterpreted. Keep things
simple, be faithful to God through this wonderful
church. Don't give the Devil victory in today’s battle.
Know that we have already won the war against evil,
but the battles must be fought. | am truly thankful for
each member of this wonderful church, and | look for-
ward to worshipping with you this Sunday in One
Spirit.

By His Grace and for His Glory,



Calling All Seniors!
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Are you bored? Looking for meaning in
life? Are you lonely and want some good
Christian fellowship with new friends? Do
you get depressed during the winter
months? Perhaps you're too busy and
need a defined time to study your Bible
but can’t seem to make it happen? If you
answered Yes to any of these questions,
perhaps Bible Study Fellowship is your
answer.

This year, the topic of study in B.S.F. will
be The Book of John . The 9-month
study will cover John and | John. The
book of John reveals Jesus as the Son
of God and source of salvation and
abundant life. John is uniquely different
from the other three Gospels. Women
who are not yet enrolled for the class
may do so by attending the Introduction
Class on Thursday, September 17
from 9:15 - 11:15 a.m. So far, 258 ladies
are already enrolled and a large Intro-
duction Class is expected. All ladies are
welcome - those who have studied the
Bible before and those who know noth-
ing about the Bible. If you decide to at-
tend, invite a friend!

When you arrive, just go to the sanctuary
and enjoy the experience! Please do not
bring un-enrolled children _to the intro-
duction class. You will enroll them at the
Introduction Class, and they will start at-
tending the next Thursday. Grandmoth-
ers may enroll their grandchildren (ages
2 through K) too. Two year olds do_not
need to be potty trained. Each Children’s

Class is equipped with two trained Chil-
dren’s Leaders and a volunteer. Each
week the children will be taught the
same lesson that you study only it will be
from their level of understanding. The
children’s program includes play, singing,
rhythm class, large muscle activities, and
snack, and they learn how to meditate
on what they have learned, and much
more.

Hosting Bible Study Fellowship is one
way that Grace Baptist Church ministers
to the community. As the host church,
please pray for protection for this
class (and our church) from Satan
and his wiles and fiery darts. Pray for
safety as the ladies move about the
building. Thank God for what He is
doing in our facility and town and for
letting us be a part of it. Please pray
for God’s protection over the parking.
Pray that we won’t have excessive
rain this fall and spring and that the
ground will remain firm for overflow
parking. Pray that all ladies will un-
derstand who Jesus is and place their
trust in Him.
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September 12, 2009
9:00 AM
Grace Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall

Join us for breakfast, a time of prayer and
Bible study and our business meeting.

We will view the 6th of 6 sessions A Tale of Two

Sons by John MacArthur with discussion to follow.

Grace
Baptist
Church

Baptist Men’s Fellowship
Fall Retreat

October 2-3, 2009

Cedar Lakes
Conference Center

Watch the Bulletin Board
for more details.



