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What a wonderful time we have had this 
summer in the ministry here at Grace.  With 
the conclusion of VBS we have seen chil-
dren touched with the good news of Jesus.  
How truly grateful and thankful I am for 
every single person who gave of them-
selves sacrificially in time and talent to love 
the children.  How truly blessed I am to 
know of the countless number of people 
who earnestly prayed for each endeavor for 
God to truly work in power and might.  We 
have seen our youth refreshed and revived 
with a fantastic week at Centrifuge.  We 
have had an unbelievable time of ministry 
through servant evangelism by washing 
cars in our parking lot and giving people a 
dollar for the privilege of ministry.  Talk 
about some confused people.  All of these 
events point to the realty of sharing God’s 
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Sunday School children.  They’re beautifully 
incorrect. 

One answered, “Noah’s wife was Joan 
of Arc.” 

The fifth commandment? “the fifth com-
mandment is to humor your mother and fa-
ther.” 

Who was Lot’s wife?  “Lot’s wife was a 
pillar of salt by day and a ball of fire by night.” 

And one of my favorites’ is: “A Christian 
can only have one wife, this is called monot-
ony.” 

If you have ever ministered to children, 
you know that it is never monotonous.   Jesus 
said to the disciples to let the children come 
to Him and never to 
forbid it.  In a vivid de-
scription of real salva-
tion in Matthew 18, Je-
sus takes a child on 
his lap and rebukes 
the pride and selfish-
ness of the disciples 
by saying, “Truly I say 
to you, unless you turn and become like chil-
dren you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  Whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.”(vv.3-4) 

This summer, before it comes to a 
close, take the time, make the effort to share 
Jesus, with the simplicity and genuineness of 
a child just obeying God.   God has a won-
derful way of revealing who we really are and 
what we really are, deep inside ourselves by 
what we do, by how we act and even react. 

A good example of this was David.  
The only man in scripture which is said that, 
"he was a man after God's own heart."  If you 
remember the story of David, you will remem-
ber that the prophet Samuel, long before Saul 
the reigning King had departed from the 
throne anointed David to be King of Israel.  
With all the events of everyday life, came 
successes, like killing a giant, and slaying the 
enemies of Israel.  But there also came pain 

love.  One of the 
t r u c k s  w e 
washed was cov-
ered completely 

with mud.  The driver was amazed that we 
would work so hard to clean his truck for 
nothing and yet still give him something.  He 
had just returned from 
Iraq and shared that he 
would be going back 
soon.  We promised to 
pray for him and his 
buddies,  and with tears 
in his eyes he sincerely 
thanked us.  Who would 
have thought that wash-
ing a dirty, muddy truck would have such a 
great impact.  God’s grace and goodness 
does just that, it reveals conditions that we 
don’t always see. 

Bruce Larson in his book titled, What 
God Wants to Know tells the story how a 
family that were committed conservationists 
were driving up the coast of Florida on vaca-
tion when they noticed a sign saying Naturist 
Camp.  They assumed that this was the 
same as a naturalist camp.  They drove in, 
parked the car, and headed toward the 
beach.  They quickly realized that is was not 
what they thought it was, that a naturist camp 
was actually a nudist camp, when they saw a 
group of people all stark naked, cycling along 
the beach.  Their five-year-old son stopped 
and stared in amazement.  “Look, Mom and 
Dad,” he said pointing, “they’re not wearing 
safety helmets.”  Their obvious condition 
went unnoticed.  I am thankful that the obvi-
ous condition, of our children and youth, has 
not gone unnoticed here at Grace.  Sharing 
Jesus with every child and every person is a 
commitment that constantly demands re-
newal and refreshment.  Sharing Jesus is a 
lifetime commitment that begins with children 
and ends with everyone. 

An Episcopal church, in one of its publi-
cations, revealed some answers given by 
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Summertime 
provides many 
opportunities 

for ministry for 
the members 

of Grace. 

Truly I say to  
you, unless you 
turn and become 
like children you 

will never enter the 
kingdom of 

heaven. 



 

 

with the jealous raving of madman Saul, who 
was benefiting from all the success.  Saul 
had resolved to kill David because of his jeal-
ous madness.  So David ran, and hid from 

Saul in the wilderness 
of Palestine.  It was 
during one of these 
hiding and seeking 
episodes that the real 
character of David's 
heart was revealed.  1 
Samuel 24 tells us 
that Saul had taken 
3,000 chosen men to 
pursue and kill David, 

but along the way Saul stopped at a cave, in 
the wilderness, to attend to his needs.  Little 
did he know that David and his men were 
there in that Cave.  David's men immediately 
responded to David by demanding that David 
kill his enemy there and now.  The Bible is a 
real book and this unique story is living proof.  
If you ever want to know the real worldliness 
of a person, the true hardness of an individ-
ual's heart, ask them what you should do 
when your enemy is vulnerable.  Unless they 
are men or women of God, they'll tell you to 
strike every time.  That is just what David 
men's said, they used the old, "the Lord's will” 
excuse, and pushed David to kill Saul.  How-
ever, David didn't do that, for he knew that 
God was working far beyond the present.  He 
even felt guilty for cutting a part of Saul's 
robe to show as a trophy.  He said to his 
men, "Far be it from me because of the Lord 
that I should do this thing to my king, the 
Lord's anointed, to stretch out my hand 
against him, since he is the LORD's 
anointed." (1 Sam.24:6)  David persuaded his 
men not to kill Saul because he knew that 
true judgment rested in God's hand and he 
had absolute confidence in God. 

We live in a world that God has in His 
sovereignty placed us in places of everyday 
life for the glory of God.  We must remember, 
like David, that with every success there will 

come misunderstanding and mistreatment.  
We must understand, like David, since mis-
treatment is inevitable, anticipate feelings of 
revenge.  And we must understand, like 
David, that the desire for revenge is predict-
able, therefore we must refuse to fight in the 
flesh.  We must choose to know the blessing 
of forgiving someone who doesn't deserve it.  
We must choose to trust God completely and 
yield to His will knowing that God alone re-
wards righteousness, and that through the 
pain and burdens of misunderstanding and 
mistreatment God does His greatest works of 
grace.  Works of grace 
reveal His promises, 
presence and power 
upon our lives.  Make 
every effort to show 
the world around you 
who you really are in 
Christ, not an angry 
hateful person of the 
world, but a person of 
grace and love, all be-
cause of Jesus. 

Thank you, to each of you, who work 
so very hard, in this church and outside this 
church in your jobs, at home or school every-
day showing Jesus.  May God truly reward 
and bless you all the more.  Mary, Hampton 
and myself are truly blessed by your service 
and sacrifice.  It is a real privilege to serve 
and love you.  Thank you for letting the world 
know every day, by who you are, that this 
church really is a place of grace. 

I look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day, 
By His Grace and for His Glory, 
Love, 
 
Pastor Todd 
 

Thank you, to 
each of you, who 

work so very hard, 
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              By Roy Blackwell 
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Bowling!! Bowling!!  
Praise Makers  

Children’s Choir 
 

Kindergarten through 6th graders 
are invited to join us for an  

End of Summer   
bowling party to kick off our  

fall choir season. 
 

Sunday, August 30 
12:00—4:00 p.m.  

 
We’ll leave after church and meet at 

Wendy’s on Emerson Avenue for 
lunch. After lunch, we’ll walk to  

Emerson Bowling lanes!! 
 

Bring money for lunch at Wendy’s 
and snacks at the bowling alley. 

 
Shoes and bowling will be provided 

for all choir members.  
 

Parents, please pick up your child at  
Emerson Lanes no later than 4:00 p.m.  

Call Mrs. Mary if you have any questions at 
304-422-4394. 

 
See you there!!!!!! 
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To celebrate the start of 
Awana Clubs for this year, 
Awana is sponsoring this 
great carnival.  We will 
have 4 large inflatables,  
games, face painting, hair 
coloring, silly string, music, 
free food, and much, much 
more!!  All this is absolutely 
free for all people of all 
ages!!! 

 

Hot dogs, cotton candy, pop-
corn, snow cones, and more. 

Awana Clubs begins on 
Wednesday, September 2, 
2009 at 6:30 p.m.  COME 

AND BRING YOUR 
FRIENDS! 

 
 

For additional information,  
call the church office at  

304-485-4071. 
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It hurts to lose  

someone. Find help at 
GriefShare. 

Grief recovery support 
groups. 
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