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 Life is lived in chapters.  This past 
week another chapter was completed in 
our household.  Hampton graduated the 
fifth grade.  There are two things that 
spoke to me during this event.   
 The first is the shock that there is a 
fifth grade graduation.  After all, I didn’t 
graduate the fifth grade. If I remember cor-
rectly, I was pretty much shoved to the 
sixth grade.  I certainly don’t remember a 
graduation, but I do remember a great 
celebration by my teacher because I would 
not be in the fifth grade anymore.  But with 
the restructuring of the grade system in the 
schools here in Wood County, the elemen-
tary school now ends in the fifth grade and 
middle school officially begins in the sixth 
grade.  So, graduations are held in celebra-
tion of the ending of elementary school and 
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 Summer is a time to refresh and renew 
our lives with warmth of sunshine and the 
sweat of fun.  Cool dips in the pool and 
sweet lemonade or Ice tea all revive us with 
a desire for more and more.   
 When we’re hopeful, the world is full of 
wonder and possibilities.  We have drive and 
curiosity.  We want as much life as we can 
get.  We take on chal-
lenges and see adver-
sity as something to be 
overcome.  This is 
seen in the recent 
graduates from High 
school and college.  I 
even remember wit-
nessing it at a kindergarten graduation.  But 
when we lose hope, the world becomes a 
fearful, threatening place, full of chaotic futil-
ity.   
 Hopelessness saps us of energy and 
desire.  It robs us of interest and appetite.  
We just want to curl up and protect our soul.  
We call it depression.  The Bible calls it 
hopelessness.  I’m reminded of the story of 
the old preacher that was on board a ship in 
which the wind was howling and the seas 
were tossing high waves.  He began to pray, 
“God, send us the spirit of the children of Is-
rael, the children of Moses, the children of 
the Promise Land.”  However, another 
preacher on board, begin to pray saying, 
“Lord, don’t send nobody.  Come yourself; 
this ain’t no time for children.” 
 This summer revive and renew your 
hope.  Note the psalmist’s prescription for 
his hopelessness:  “Why are you cast down, 
O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within 
me?  Hope in God; for I shall again praise 
him, my salvation and my God.” (Ps.43:5)  
There is the remedy for the summertime 
blues.  Hope in God.  These three simple 
words give us the key for a great summer.  
God created us with bodies and souls.  Both 
require sustenance for life.  What energy is 

the beginning of 
middle school.    
 The sec-

ond thing that spoke to me was the quickly 
passing of time.  Yes, I am echoing the 
many cliché’s of the passing of time, but time 
really has flown by.  It really does seem like 
yesterday that Hampton was graduating 
from kindergarten and hiding his bow tie in 
his pocket, much to the chagrin of his 
mother.  The passing of time brings growth.  
Growth brings change and change brings 
excitement and hope.  The Summer has a 
way of bringing excitement and hope.   
 This past month we began a verse by 
verse study through the Gospel of Mark.  
The theme of all the gospels is Jesus and 
how He changed lives.  Mark is no exception 
to that theme.  Though he focuses on the 
Servant hood of Jesus, each true narrative is 
given to illustrate a changed life.   
 I have issued an invitation for each of 
you to share your personal testimony on how 
Jesus has changed your life.  Some of you 
responded immediately, but I want to invite 
and encourage all of you to take advantage 
of this opportunity to share with the church 
how Jesus changed your life.  Simply sit 
down and write down what your life was like 
before Jesus, how you came to know Jesus, 
then conclude by sharing what your life is 
like now that Jesus has changed your life.  
You should be able to compress your testi-
mony to no more than four minutes.   
 I pray that each of you will complete 
this challenge and share your story with me 
and the church.  You will never know this 
side of heaven how God 
uses your story to share 
the story of Jesus, but He 
will and He does.  Please 
let me know if you are 
willing to share your life 
changing story with the 
church. 
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Why are you cast 
down, O my soul, and 
why are you in turmoil 

within me? Hope in 
God; for I shall again 
praise him, my salva-

tion and my God.” 
Psalm 43:5 



 

 

to the body, hope is to the soul.  When our 
body needs energy, we eat food.  But when 
our soul needs hope, we need to ingest the 
promises of God.  A promise is a pledge of 
good or better future for us.  God’s promises 
are what He pledges to be for us, do for us 
and provide for us.  Here is a wonderful and 
powerful example of a promise of God to His 
people.  “For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope (Jer. 
29:11). 
 Our Lord Jesus is the ultimate fulfill-
ment of God’s promises for us.  He is the 
very Word of God (Rev. 19:13), which is why 
He called Himself the Bread of Life (Jn. 
6:35).  Jesus is the Source and Sustainer of 
our hope because without Him we would not 

have a future.  What 
could possibly give 
more hope to our de-
pressed souls than 
Jesus’ promises of 
complete forgiveness 

of our sins, the removal of the Father’s judg-
ment and wrath against us, to always be with 
us and to give us eternal life in God’s pres-
ence with full joy and pleasures forever! 
 However there is a problem—our souls 
will actually digest any promise we feed 
them and try to convert it into hope.  The 
devil and the world are fully aware of this.  
Have you ever noticed that every advertise-
ment and every temptation to sin is a prom-
ise of happiness?  If we eat them, we hope 
they will bring us the happiness they prom-
ise.  But they are “junk food promises.”  They 
can never deliver the happiness our souls 
crave because we are designed to hope in 
God’s promises alone. 
 Stuart Briscoe has stated that the av-
erage Christian is like an old, iron bed. 
Strong on both ends but sagging in the mid-
dle. By this he means that the average 
Christian has settled his salvation and knows 

he is going to heaven - thus, both ends are 
strong. The problem lies in the middle. Many 
believers are sagging in the middle. That is, 
they lack the strength of 
the Lord in their daily 
living. We need to get 
out of the wilderness 
and into the Promised 
Land of all that God has 
promised us. 

A revival took place some years ago 
and the people were deeply moved by God. 
A man stood up one night and said, "I’ve 
been drinking three beers a night and I'm 
giving it up tonight!" The people all shouted, 
"Amen." A man stood up and said, "I've been 
smoking three packs of cigarettes a day and 
I'm quitting on the spot." "Amen," the people 
shouted! A man stood up and said, "I've 
been cussing terrible, and here and now I 
am cleaning up my language." Once again 
the congregation rejoiced. Then a woman, 
caught up in the moment, stood to her feet 
and shouted, "I ain't been doing nothing, and 
I'm quitting that tonight." 

This summer refresh and renew your 
hope in the promises of God.  Don’t do noth-
ing; do something for God.  Don’t get sucked 
into empty promises of the world.  Don’t eat 
the junk food promises of the devil.  They 
are often convenient and usually alluring, es-
pecially when you’re hungry.  They ruin your 
appetite for the real promises.  Junk food 
promises deliver a fast buzz of false hope, 
but always disappoint because the buzz is 
followed by a hopeless plunge into guilt, 
shame, or emptiness.  This summer cultivate 
a taste for the rich, nourishing, long-lasting, 
deeply satisfying and true promises of God. 

I look forward to seeing you this Sun-
day!  With true joy and love, 
 

Many believers 
lack the strength 

of the Lord in their 
daily living. 

This summer,  
refresh and renew 
your hope in the 
promises of God. 
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(One of GBC’s Community Projects) 

Before Moses died, God was gracious and merciful to allow 
him to see the Promised Land even though, because of sin, he 
wouldn’t be allowed to enter with the Israelites. 
 
God has been gracious to us at Grace Baptist Church by al-
lowing us to learn of some of the fruit that has grown as a re-
sult of His Word going forth through the tool of Bible Study 
Fellowship which meets in our church.  Here are some testi-
monies from some of the ladies who attended: 
· I read the Bible before, but now I have learned how to 

study the Bible. 
· My life has been transformed. 
· I have been active in Sunday School and church all my life 

but was never satisfied with my level of Bible study until 
now. 

· The study this year has helped me get through a valley in 
my life. 

· I dropped religion and developed a relationship with God. 
· Even though I have been a Christian I was hesitant to 

share my faith. The way B.S.F. is designed to include 
small group discussion, I now have confidence to share 
with others. 

· While listening to sermons, I can now put scripture in con-
text. 

· I have been a Christian for many years and knew the ba-
sics, but I was surprised to get to know God the Father 
better through His revelation of Himself to Moses.  It re-
moved my fears of God and removed stumbling blocks. 

· The children’s Class has had such an impact on my 
grandchild. She has learned to pray for others, share toys, 
relate to adults and at Day Care she is actually using what 
she has learned. 

· I have learned a new level of obedience to God, even 
when it is difficult, and He has opened a new avenue of 
ministry for my family. 

· The seminars are an extra tool and fire builder for my 
faith. They are of such good quality that they would cost 
big bucks if we were charged, be we get them free! 

· (from a lady who travels nearly an hour to attend) I never 

opened my Bible before. 
· B.S.F. has given me training to share the Gospel and 

even my own church doesn’t promote that! 
· (from a lady who drives at least 1 hr) When I can’t drive, 

my husband brings me. My family loves the changes that 
my life has experienced. 

· I have been a worrier about my country, but have learned 
much about God’s Sovereignty. He knows what He is do-
ing. I am amazed at the details and shadows of Christ in 
the New Testament and how they’re there to prepare us 
for His Son.  

· I see a parallel between my country and the Israelites re-
bellion toward God. By watching Moses, I now fall on my 
face and repent on behalf of my nations sins. 

· I was upset at God for not allowing Moses to go to the 
Promised land. He gave up a lot. He could have been a 
Prince in Egypt, but he suffered with the rebellious Israel-
ites and didn’t get the prize or to his destination. But  then 
I learned that the prize was seeing his people make their 
destination. I reevaluated my destination and goals for life. 

· Several ladies told how they are now teaching in their 
church as a result of their training. 

 
TO GOD BE THE GLORY.  

GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE! 
 

Thank you God, for letting us be a part of Your work! 
 
Currently 248 women are preregistered for the fall study of the 
book of John. Probably another 25-30 ladies will join in Sep-
tember. Of all the 12 classes in our district, ours is the only 
one currently growing. That shows that God has a plan and 
purpose for the tool of B.S.F. in this area. There are a number 
of ladies who attend who work full-time. Some work through 
lunch on the other four days so they can attend, and others 
schedule their work hours around class day. 
 
B.S.F. is designed to be a “Season of Preparation for a Life-
time of Service.” It is designed for large metropolitan areas 
because it is a training tool. It is a miracle that our area has a 
class! The number of American classes are decreasing be-
cause Americans are not hungering and thirsting for God. For 
example, New York city only has one day women’s class.  
Other parts of the world are experiencing an explosion of 
growth and interest in Studying God’s Word. 
 
As the host church, please pray for the following: 
· Protection over the parking lot and for adequate space, 
· Adequate leadership for this number of women and chil-

dren, 
· Protection over the health of all participants, 
· Physical protection over so many Christians meeting in 

one place, 
· Many to join who are unchurched, do not know God or 

anything about the Bible, 
· Good weather on class days, and 
· The elevator to be able to be installed quickly and easily 

this summer. 
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Pictured here are some of the women 
who participated in the Bible study by 
Beth Moore, The Book of Ester.   

Thelma O’Neal,  
Rachel Greathouse, 

Robert Wherry, and Dus-
tin Ostrowski 

 



 

 

In childhood, there’s often a central 
figure who leaves a strong impression on us 
that lasts a lifetime.  I had many, but one 
wonderful lady I shall never forget was Mrs.  
Paul Cox.  Although we had the same last 
name, we were not related.   

What stood Mrs. Cox apart was that 
she represented everything that was right-
eous and fair to me as a young fourth grade 
boy. Mrs. Cox was both my 4th grade school 
teacher and Sunday School teacher. And 
yes, she was also our church choir director. 
Every Monday evening after school Mrs. 
Cox taught us the old songs and got us 
ready to sing them in Church on Sunday…
every Sunday. My brother and I, along with 
every Sunday School student, attended 
Monday afternoon choir practice and “made 
a joyful noise” for about an hour. I will never 
forget Mrs. Cox giving each of us one piece 
of candy for a treat when practice was over. 
It was almost always a little caramel square. 
How I loved to go to Mrs. Cox’s class every 
Sunday.  

Mrs. Cox was stern but not mean.  
She meant business and rough housing was 
out of the question. You paid attention in 
Sunday school and learned lessons that 
stuck with you all week. No one wanted to 
miss Mrs. Cox’s Sunday school class, and 
we were always early. Such love she gave 
to us when she opened that old Bible and 
taught us the wonderful stories. I remember 
how much stuff—so many treasures she had 
stuck in that Bible. We always sang “Jesus 
Loves Me” and listened as she said the 
prayers that sent us on our way. I know that 
beautiful old lady is in Heaven now, but I 
miss her very much.  

Thank you Mrs. Cox. You helped form 

what I am today.  I love you and miss you so 
very much. 

I want you to know that at Grace Bap-
tist Church, there are Sunday school teach-
ers who are just as dedicated as Mrs. Cox 
and who share their love every Sunday like 
she did. I watch teachers come to teach the 
little ones with such dedication and love on 
Sunday morning. They’ve spent time during 
the week preparing the lessons that will 
change the lives of the young people, pre-
paring them for life and the times they will 
face in the future. Just like Mrs. Cox did for 
me.  

Thanks to the wonderful Sunday 
school teachers at Grace.  Thank you for 
your dedication. Thank you for what you do 
every Sunday for your students young and 
old.  Thank you for 
doubling up and 
taking on two and 
sometimes three 
classes because 
we do not have 
enough teachers.  
Thank you for your 
love.  Please know 
that every morning, 
around 8 am, I pray for you, your families 
and your Sunday school students. I can 
promise you, that as both a Sunday School 
director and as a psychologist, I know that 
you are changing lives. I can see it and have 
seen the fruits of your labors over the past 
five years. May God bless you all. 

Oh yes, I love caramel squares yet to-
day and I know all the words to “Jesus 
Loves Me”. In Christian Love, Mike  

 
 

" Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, 
a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 
compliment, or the smallest act of caring; all of 
which have the potential to turn a life around."  

Leo Buscalgia 
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 Neil Owens, a forester in Tennessee  
and son of Ron and Ellen Owens, is pic-
tured in the DVD entitled Creation in the 
21st Century—The Collapse of Time.  Dr. 
Carl Baugh, Director of the Creation Evi-
dence Museum in Glenn Rose, Texas 
hosts the television series on Trinity 
Broadcasting Network. The program airs 
every Tuesday evening, 7:00 p.m. (EST), 
and 6:00 a.m. Fridays (EST). 
 A liaison of the Creation Institute 
called Neil’s company to locate some spe-
cial trees. Neil answered the call and was 

happy to help 
them find the 
trees located on 
land that his com-
pany owned.  
 When the 
team of scientists 
arrived, Neil es-
corted them to 
the area where 
the trees were lo-
cated. He also 
he lped them 
move equipment. 
The trees turned 
out to be impor-

tant fossils that help show evidence of the 
worldwide flood of Noah’s time.  
 In the 30 minute video, there is a 
great picture of Neil with a cross section 
of the tree fossil.  They refer to him by 
name several times. Ellen owns a copy of 
the video. 
 For additional information on the 
Creation Evidence Museum and Archaeo-
l o g i c a l  E x c a v a t i o n s  v i s i t 
www.creationevidence.org.  

It’s time to plan for VBS! 
 

We will be having a planning meeting 
Sunday, June 14th after the evening  
service in Sharon Fisher’s Sunday 

School room.  Everyone interested in 
working in VBS, please plan to attend. 

It hurts to lose  
someone. Find help at 

GriefShare. 
Grief recovery support 

groups. 
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      I love summer. We are only a few days 
into June, and it feels like I am finally get-
ting my kids back. Members of the youth 
group, like a lot of us, have busy lives with 
even busier patches of time. School sports 
are in the off-season. Finals are over for 
our older high school students. I get ex-
cited to have more contact with our youth 
through the summer months. As I was dis-
cussing with the youth on Sunday night, 
summer is kind of a retreat from the rigors 
and extreme pressure cooker that is high 
school or middle school. Please pray for 
our youth that they really grow in faith, in 
love with God’s Word and in love with  
“one another”. 

      I am very excited about the Alive Festi-
val we’ll be attending later this month in 
Canal Fulton, OH. It is going to be a great 
event for the youth—full of music, great 
speakers and activities for the kids. This is 
our first time attending the festival. I’ll re-
port back next month with pictures and 
maybe a few words from those who went. 

Centrifuge is right around the corner.  The 
camp is at WV Wesleyan College in Buck-
hannon, WV, July 13th – 18th.  The camp is 
open to students who have completed the 
6th grade – 12th grade.  The camp is a dis-

cipleship camp that is packed full of excel-
lent Bible teaching, good music, fun group 
activities and fellowship.  Make sure to sign 
up for the camp in the youth room. 
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      I would like to especially thank Betty 
Pierson for the wonderful display for our 
graduates in the hallway.  It looks great!  
Thank you also to Lindsay Norris for inviting 
the youth and younger students to sing with 
the Adult choir.  That really was encourag-
ing and brought our church together. 
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     W e  h a v e 
many activities  
planned for the 
youth throughout 
the summer.  
Pra ise Band 
practice is on 
Sunday nights at 
5pm followed by a time of devotion.  
Wednesday night we will have Bible Study 
beginning at 7pm.  If you are a parent of a 
teen and are not yet on the email list, let me 
know and I can add you to our list. This is 
the best way to reach a large number of 
people quickly. Most Sunday nights after 
service we will have a youth group “hang-
out” time either at the church or at some-
one’s home. We will also have Saturday 
morning Bible studies a few times over the 
summer at our house. I’m looking forward to 
welcoming the new 7th graders into the 
youth group.  As I said before, I love sum-
mer and cannot wait to see what God will 
do in the lives of the students at Grace Bap-
tist Church. 
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Vacation Bible School 

July 26-30 

 
Sunday School Picnic 

August 9 

 
Awana Kickoff 

August 29 

 
Associational Rally 

September 20 

 
Men’s Retreat 
October 2-3 

 
Fall Revival with  

Jerry Peele 
October 11-14 

Fall Festival 
October 28 

 
Stewardship  

Thanksgiving Dinner 
November 15 

 
Children’s Cantata 

December 6 
 

Adult Cantata 
December 13 

 
Live Nativity 

December 18-19 
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