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FROM YOUR PASTOR  

It seems to me that spring has been rather slow 
in coming this year. However in the glimpses of 
spring, one cannot help but see the attributes of 
God being boldly displayed in nature.  All around 
us we are continually reminded of the existence 
of a Creator and the reality of life and death.  
Each season brings with it an alertness to 
change.  
 Alertness really does captivate our thinking 
these days with a constant fear.  It ranges from 
the mundane to crisis mode.  We all seem to be 
acutely aware of people and things more than we 
were before. A man said his American Express 
card had been missing for a year and he had not 
reported it. When asked why, he replied, 
"Whoever had it was spending less than my wife 
was."   This Spring don’t spend less time with 
God, spend more.  
 A wealthy man being interviewed by a re-
porter said he became wealthy because of the 
four D's — determination, discipline, and dedica-
tion. When asked what the fourth D was he re-
plied, "Oh yeah, the death of my rich uncle who 

Tom Ezell, Ashley  
Ostrowski, and  

Brandon and Jaima 
Brown were baptized 

in April. 



 

 

fested by fellowship with God's people. God com-
municates His heart to us through His Word, and 
we communicate our hearts to Him in prayer, and 
our love for Him by loving others. It is in this rela-
tionship that a true and living hope is manifested, a 
hope that is alive and truly thriving in this world of 
evil. Hope, however, is often diminished when our 
fellowship with God is hindered by neglect.  
 As a parallel, if you never spoke with your 
best friend or spent time in company with them the 
friendship would suffer. Sin also harms our rela-
tionship with God because it moves us away from 
Him. We must remove whatever might hinder the 
relationship by continually confessing our sins (1 
Jn. 1:9), diligently studying His Word (Ezra 7:10), 
and devoting ourselves to prayer (Col.4:2). 
 These things must be done with a fervent 
desire to know Him.  We must have the heart of 
Paul who says, "I count all things to be loss in view 
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord" (Phil. 3:8), and of David who says, "Your 
face, O Lord, I will seek" (Ps. 27:8).  Then we will 
"grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 3:18).  All of this 
means that if you truly know God, if you really 
know Jesus as your Lord and Savior your life will 
truly show it with time and commitment.  Drive out 
the fear of these uncertain times by spending time 
with God.   
 For more than ten weeks we have been 
studying the wonderful narrative of Nehemiah. In 
God’s infallible, inerrant Word we have discovered 
some timeless truths for living. Let me close this 
article by reminding you of some of them. 
 
1. Be the One : Chapter 1 teaches us to be the 

one that God can and will use for His will in ad-
vancing His kingdom.  

 a. Know the People: Vs.1-2 
 b. Understand the Problem: Vs.3 
 c. Live the Passion:  Vs.4 
 d. Trust God in Prayer:  Vs.5-11 
 
2. Learn to Wait Upon God : Chapter 2a teaches 

us not to get ahead of God but to truly wait 
upon Him. 

 a.  Be Submissive  

left me $6 million."  
God has left us with 
a wonderful legacy 
of love in His Son 

Jesus Christ.  Spring gives a wonderful testimony 
to that love in fantastic ways. Each bloom of a tree 
or flower screams the love of God.   
 The closer you get to God and the more that 
you are aware of His presence and goodness, the 
more you are aware of evil. The evil in one of us is 
in all of us. Scripture tells us that, “there is none 
righteous no not one.” (Rom. 3:23).  The fact is that 
we are all sinners. We all are capable of the worst 
of evil. There is only One righteous and He is Je-
sus.  A Sunday School teacher decided to have her 
young class memorize one of the most quoted pas-
sages in the Bible; Psalms 23. She gave the 
youngsters a month to learn the verse. One little 
boy was truly excited about the task but was hav-
ing trouble with the first line. On the day that the 
children were to recite the psalm, with great nerv-
ousness, he stepped to the microphone and said 
loudly, “The Lord is my shepherd and that’s all I 
need to know.” However, just knowing that fact is 
not enough.  
 Knowing facts about God doesn't necessar-
ily mean that people really know God. Just be-
cause you have come to church since you were a 
child, does not mean that you really know God any-
more than knowing American history means that 
you know George Washington.  Some of the most 
learned people in history had a great grasp of the 
facts of God, but had no faith in God. They knew 
about God, but Christ will say to them on their day 
of judgment, "I never knew you; depart from 
Me." (Matt. 7:23). The heart of knowing God is in a 
relationship.  
 God is a relational being and has made us 
relational also, so that we might know Him. His re-
lationship with us is manifested in Jesus Christ. 
And like human relationships, knowing God re-
quires time and commitment. Of course, the first 
step in knowing God is salvation. When we were 
unsaved, we were enemies of God (Rom. 5:10), 
but now we are His friends (Jn. 15:14-15) through 
the cross of Christ. Once begun, this friendship is 
cultivated by studying the Bible and praying, mani-
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 b.  Be Prudent    
 c.  Be Sincere    
 d.  Be Prayerful 
 e.  Be Ready    
 f.  Be Dependent 

· Only God can change a heart. He can and 
He does.  

· Prayer is essential in every plan of God.  
Pray and keep on praying. 

· Waiting upon God means that you do not do 
nothing. Plan and pray and anticipate the 
open door. 

· Anticipate hardship. It is a part of living in a 
fallen world. 

3. Stop Sitting in the Trash :  Chapter 2b teaches 
us that we are not to be content with the sin and 
failures of our lives. 

a. An honest evaluation because of a com-
plete investigation. 
b.  A genuine exhortation because of a com-
plete verification. 
c.  A graphic rebuke because of complete 
arrogance. 

· Be real and honest about the fallen walls in 
your life. 

· Trust God that things can and will change. 
· Be responsible. Have a mind to work. 

4. Conquer the Twin Towers of Evil : Chapter 4 
teaches us the reality of pain and problems in 
this life.  

 a.  The Criticism 
 b.  The Discouragement 
 c.  The Deliverance 

· Tough times motivate us to draw closer to 
God. 

· Tough times help us to identify what our pri-
orities should be. 

· Tough times remind us that what really mat-
ters in life is people (vs. 7-14).  

· Tough times galvanize our resolve and bring 
out our true character. 

5.  Get Angry with Sin : Chapter 5 teaches us that 
we are to confront and deal with the sins of our 
lives. 

a.  God is delighted when we are good stew-

ards with our money. We must handle it 
wisely. 
b.  Deal with the known sin in your life. Do 
not excuse it or compromise with it. If God 
says no, don’t do it. 
c. Confront the problems now. Pushing them 
aside, only allows them to come back 
meaner, bigger and uglier. 
d.Repentance is most effective when we 
seal it with a public promise. 
 

6.  Stay Faithful and Focused : Chapter 6 teaches 
us that we are not to deviate from the course and 
calling of God’s will within our lives. 

a. Nehemiah stayed close to God and truly 
sought to stay clean. 
b. Nehemiah kept the main thing the main 
thing. 
c. Nehemiah was secure in his relationship 
with God. 
d. Nehemiah trusted and used the wisdom 
of God. 
e. Nehemiah chose to act courageously. 
 

7.  Make Revival Happen —Trust God’s Word to 
bring a true work of God :  Chapter 8 teaches us 
that revival is directly connected to the Word of 
God. 

a.  A Filling of God’s Word: 
1.  They read the Word. 
2.  They listened to the Word. 
3. They explained and understood 
the Word. 
4.  They obeyed the Word. 

b.  A Delighting in God’s Joy. 
c. A Uniting in Worship of the One True 
God. 
 
In Conclusion I earnestly pray that revival 

will come to our lives individually and our church 
corporately as we apply these timeless truths to 
our lives.  Let me encourage you to read again the 
great narrative of Nehemiah and refresh your heart 
in its’ timeless truths. I look forward to seeing you 
this Sunday. 
By His Grace and for His Glory, 
Pastor Todd 
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May is Pre-Registration Month for Bible Study Fel-
lowship (B.S.F.). 
 
Who: Preregistration is for all women who want to 
know more about God, His son Jesus, and for those 
who want to learn how to study and understand the 
Bible.  Every week you will have illustrations and ap-
plications for how to apply the truths you are learn-
ing.  Invite your friends to come with you! Ladies 
who attend B.S.F do not need to have any prior un-
derstanding of the Bible to feel comfortable partici-
pating.  But if you have had years of bible Study, 
there is still much for you to glean through joining.  
This Bible Study is for churched and unchurched 
women. 
 
It is recommended that you preregister children or 
grandchildren that you wish to bring.  B.S.F. has 
classes for children ages 2 years through and in-
cluding Kindergarten.  The little ones do not need to 
be potty trained to be accepted.  Please do not bring 
children with you to the preregistration. 
 
What : Pre-Registration is for the Study of John.  It 
will begin on September 17th and continues into 
May 2010 (Labor Day is late this fall). Class day is 
every Thursday from 9:15-11:15 a.m.  Dress is cas-
ual.  There are wonderful seminars that are offered 
throughout the year to ladies who attend B.S.F.  The 
seminars are for your personal enrichment and spiri-
tual edification.  They are well attended and often 
repeated because they are enjoyed so much by the 
ladies.  You will also have an opportunity to attend a 
monthly fellowship with your discussion group. That 
is where you will have an opportunity to perhaps 
comment on a questions that you didn’t get to an-
swer in your small group or to hear how God is using 
the material you are studying to change the life of 
someone in your discussion group.  Seminars and 
fellowships are optional but participating will enrich 
your spiritual life and give you a tighter bond to your 
discussion group.  They are a gift to you. 
 
When: Preregistration for the Study of John will be 
on Thursday, May 7th and May 14th from 9:15-11:!5 
a.m. Plan to participate in the opening by singing 
two hymns. When those who are currently enrolled 
in the study of the Life of Moses dismiss to go to 
their small group discussion, you will remain in the 
sanctuary with the other ladies who came for prereg-

istration. A lady will meet with you and help you en-
roll.  After your enrollment time, ladies will return 
from their small group discussion and join you to 
hear the lecture on the passage in Deuteronomy that 
they are currently studying and just finished discuss-
ing. You might want to bring paper to jot down notes 
that God may impress on your heart during the lec-
ture. 
 
Where: Ladies always meet for B.S.F. in the sanctu-
ary at Grace Baptist Church from 9:15-11:15 a.m.  
Every week there are greeters to help assist you in 
the hallways and ushers to help you in the sanctu-
ary.  It is always a friendly and warm atmosphere 
and you will have the opportunity to meet many old 
and new friends. 
 
Why: Pre-enrollment enables you to fully experience 
next years study in two ways. First you will already 
be assigned to and have the opportunity to join your 
discussion group on the very first class day. Second, 
placement for classes is always on a first come first 
served basis if there is a waiting list.  Preregistration 
puts you and your child at the front of the line! Those 
ladies who cannot preregister in May are invited to 
the Intro Class on September 17 and can register to 
join that day. 
 
Learning to understand and obey God’s Word is life 
changing!  
 
 

God is doing GREAT things! 
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WE ARE EXCITED TO WELCOME  
THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS  

TO OUR CHURCH IN APRIL: 
 

Brandon & Jaima Brown, Rachel  
Greathouse, Robert Wherry, 

and Tom & Lori Ezell  
& daughter Ashley Ostrowski. 
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              By Roy Blackwell 
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New VBS Literature 
 

Join us for a train ride across the 
land down under — Australia! 

 
We’ll discover the vastness of 
God’s love and that no matter 

where we go in life or what we do 
— it all comes back to Jesus! 

 
“God’s love was revealed among 
us in this way: God sent his one 

and only son into the world so that 
we might live through Him.” 1 John 

4:9 Holman CSB 
 

Boomerang Express Motto: 
Follow! 

Worship! 
Live through Him! 

 
Sunday, July 26 thru  
Thursday, July 30th. 
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Your Help 
is Needed 

 
 
 

Additional Volunteers are  
needed to help distribute food  

for the food pantry. 
 

If you’re interested in helping, 
please contact Kay and Buck 

Malcolm at 304-699-1855. 

May is  
Associational  

Missionary 
Emphasis 

Month 
 

Speaker Dick Howie  
of the Immanuel Association  

will join us. 
Thursday, May 21, 6:00 p.m. 
Contact Kay Malcolm at 304-699-1855 if you have  

any questions. 
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It hurts to lose  
someone. Find help at 

GriefShare. 
Grief recovery support 

groups. 
 

What is GriefShare? A friendly, caring group of people who 

understand what you are going through and want to help. 

They will be with you as you walk though one of life’s most 

difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the 

grieving process alone. 

 

Through video seminars, support groups, and workbook-

based personal study and reflection, you will work through 

the challenge of losing a loved one and move toward re-

building your life. 

 

GriefShare meets each Sunday evening at Grace Baptist 

Church at 4:00 p.m. Each week’s video seminar is different 

so you may join anytime.  This is a nondenominational 

study open to the public.  

 

 

Together we will learn how to embrace the truths and prom-

ises of 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NIV) 3Praise be to God and Fa-

ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 

the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles, 

so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 

we ourselves have received from God. 

 

 

GriefShare will not be meeting  

during  the month of May. 

 

Please join us in June when  

sessions resume. 
 

Call Linda Powell (304-863-0422) or the church  

(304-485-4071) to reserve your spot.  


