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 How good it is each Sunday to come into 

God's house and worship Him.  How fulfilling it is to 

study God's Word and fellowship with God's people.  

In that atmosphere there is peace and comfort that 

comes only through obedience to a loving gracious 

God.  Worship is more than an obligation; it is a ne-

cessity.  If you werenôt here Sunday, you missed the 

essentials.  And we missed you for youôre also essen-

tial to us.  Come this Sunday and let us worship our 

risen Lord together. 

 I love the story of when the Pope visited the 

states.  He was anxious to get to an important meet-

ing.  The limousine assigned to pick him up did so, 

and off they went.  The chauffeur knew it was impor-

tant not to publicly sin in the Popeôs presence, so he 

wouldnôt drive any faster than the speed limit of 55 

miles per hour.  However, the impatient pontiff told 

him to pull over and to let him drive.  The Pope quickly 

put the pedal to the metal and was cruising at 85 

miles per hour before he was pulled over by the local 
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The womenõs ministry  

is hosting a  

Ladies and Lassies 

Spring Brunch  
on Saturday, May 15th  

at 10:00 am.   
 

All ladies are invited! Bring your daughters, your 

friends, and your friendõs daughters for some  

fun, encouragement and fellowship.  
 

His Eye Is On The Sparrow  is our theme.   

We have some unique events planned,  

so you donõt want to miss it!   
 

Make sure you bring your purse  

(donõt clean it out first).  Young lassies  

will want to bring theirs too!  
 

We are collecting diapers for the  

Womenõs Care Center, sizes 1, 2 or 3,  

so please bring a package with you.  
 

Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.  We need to 

plan accordingly.  We look forward to our time  

together.  If you have any questions,  

please see Barb Roberts.  



 

 

state trooper.  When 

the trooper saw the 

driver, he couldnôt 

believe it and imme-

diately called his captain.  He said, ñI really got a big 

one today.ò  The captain said, ñYou mean the District 

Attorney?ò ñNo sir!  Much bigger than that.ò  ñYou have 

the Governor?ñ came a puzzled reply.  ñNo, sir.  You 

donôt understand.  Much bigger than that.ò ñThe Sena-

tor?ò Replied the captain. ñNo sir.  Even bigger.  Weôre 

talking top of the line hereò replied the trooper.  ñWell, 

for heavenôs sake who is it, the President?ò  ñWell Cap-

tainò said the trooper, ñIôm not sure who it is, but the 

Pope is his chauffeur.ò 

 God has put before us something 

really big.  A wonderful opportunity to 

share in His work and in His word.  It is 

the opportunity to purchase and install a 

digital projection and recording system 

for our sanctuary.  I truly hope and pray 

that you will be used by God to further 

the presentation of the Gospel with this great privilege 

of giving to this great opportunity.  Some have asked 

why the need is so great for this system.  Let me share 

with you three reasons.  

 

We need this system: 

1.  To completely and thoroughly communi-

cate the gospel and the whole counsel of 

God revealed within His inerrant and infalli-

ble scriptures.   We are called to meet the cul-

ture where they are, this means we go to them.  

We live in a visual society that demands media.  

Using media during the presentation of the truth 

of God is just one way of meeting people where 

they are intellectually and spiritually.  This 

means we do not diminish the truth but sustain it 

more fully visually.  The more of the senses that 

are incorporated in learning the faster the learn-

ing and the longer the retaining of that truth. 

2.  To convey, exhort and encourage a dy-

namic praise and worship to God.  Using me-

dia is just one way for all to have access to 

the words in worship songs.   Having people 

sing with heads looking up instead of looking 
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down into a book is just one way to enhance the 

worship experience.  The newer praise songs 

will be easier to sing, and the classic doctrinal 

hymns will have a greater emphasis. 

3.  To convince Godôs people of the open 

door of ministry through opportunities of 

participation and service.   Being able to 

broadcast and run continually opportunities of 

ministry and service in a visual way allows an 

imprinting on the mind that is not easily forgot-

ten.  This also allows people to identify com-

pletely with a ministry or opportunity by having a 

visual access into the appeal. 

 Please prayerfully consider giving to this oppor-

tunity; give of the widowôs mite; give generously and 

sacrificially to advance the truth of God.  Please do this 

above and beyond your regular tithe to the church. 

 

Life, as we know it, always comes to an end.  Death is an 

eminent conclusion to what we know on earth.  No matter 

how difficult the economy becomes, Undertakers will never 

go out of business.  Many handle death through humor.  A 

bumper sticker read, ñDonôt take life so se-

riously.  Your wonôt get out of it alive.ò  Or 

this epitaph written of someone named 

Mary Jones: ñHere lies the bones of Mary 

Jones, for her life had no terrors; She lived 

an old maid, She died an old maid, No runs, No hits, No 

errors.ò  Or the epitaph on a tombstone in England, is this 

chiseled inscription: ñSir John Strange, Here lies an honest 

lawyer, And that is Strange.ò  Or the epitaph that is re-

corded in a Georgia cemetery: ñI told you I was sick!ò  

There is one thing that all tombstones have in common, 

they all represent the passage of time in the same way.  

Wherever you go, the time we spend on earth is always 

represented by a small horizontal dash, and thatôs all. No 

matter how long or short the life is, the tombstone wraps 

up all of life in one little dash.  I pray that you will fill the 

dash of your life with the command of Christ to fulfill the 

great commission.  I pray that your life, and the life of this 

wonderful church will be manifested with the good news 

that Jesus saves.  With the 50th Anniversary of the birth of 

this church coming on September 26th and 27th of 2010, I 

pray that you will be more active than ever before in shar-

ing the love of God.  Take one of the available gospel 

booklets home this Sunday, give it to someone and invite 



 

 

them to come and worship with you.  Spend time prayer 

walking in the neighborhoods in this city and begin with 

your own.  Let God use you in a great way to share His 

love and Joy. 

 As I close this article, with the approach of another 

Spring, I am amazed how time passes so quickly.  This 

April marks my eleven-year anniversary as your Pastor.  

Thank you for the privilege of serving our Lord and you 

with this calling.  Your graciousness and appreciation for 

us never ceases to bless and inspire Mary, Hampton and 

myself.  You all are a true delight to minister and serve, 

and I truly praise God for the blessed opportunity.  Words 

cannot fully express how much we have come to love you 

and we are deeply thankful to God for each of you.  This 

wonderful church never ceases to bring great joy to our 

lives.  Thank you. 

I look forward to worshipping our risen Lord with 

you this Sunday. 

 

By His Grace and for His Glory, 

 

 

Pastor Todd 

GRACE  HAS   

A L OGO ! 

The Evangelism 

Committee re-

cently began con-

sideration of a 

logo for Grace 

Baptist Church.  After looking at several designs, 

the committee approved the use of the "Tree of 

Life" logo.  We purchased, for a small price, the ex-

clusive rights to this logo, and it will soon begin to 

appear on our printed materials, in some of our 

emails and on our website. One of the first uses will 

be an "Invitation to Grace" business card. When the 

final design of this card is approved, we'll print a 

few hundred copies for the people of Grace to give 

to their family, friends, neighbors and others that we 

come in contact with on a regular basis. The invite 

card is simply one small tool in our effort to be more 

intentional in making Christ known to people and 

inviting them to experience worship at Grace. 

GRACE ON FACEBOOK AN D 
OTHER SOCIAL SITES 

 

 Grace has joined the ranks of the 250 
million plus people and organizations that 
have a presence on the social network. Itôs 
our hope that this additional presence on the 
web will provide a beneficial means of com-
munications with people and another avenue 
for sharing the Good News with folks. In a 
very short time we have gained 68 fans 
(followers). You don't have to be a member of 
Facebook to view this page. Simply visit this 
web address:  http://www.facebook.com/
GraceBaptistParkersburg" If you wish to join 
the conversation, then you will need to join 

Facebook. 
 One of the 
surprising things 
we quickly learned 
is that many of 
you are members 
of Facebook and 
that you use it to 
connect or recon-

nect with family and friends. We even learned 
that folks from other states and countries have 
become fans of Grace. A big thanks to all of 
you. 
 In case you are not aware, Grace has 
also been using Twitter for awhile. Our Twitter 
posts are integrated into our website on the 
right side of the homepage and on the Grace 
Notes page. You'll find the link on our website. 
While on the site check out our Grace Photos 
which are hosted on Flickr. We also plan to 
occasionally post some photos to our Face-
book page. 
 We have launched all these endeavors 

with the goal of bringing glory to our Lord fore-

most and to making Grace Baptist Church 

more visible to our community, especially to 

young people. We need you, members of 

Grace, to do your part by sharing these re-

sources with family, friends, neighbors and 

others that you meet in your daily lives. 

http://www.facebook.com/GraceBaptistParkersburg
http://www.facebook.com/GraceBaptistParkersburg


 

 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT, 
 LINDSAY NORRIS, CHAIRMAN 

 

My First Experience to  

Sing in a Cantata Choir  
 First, I would like to 
say, ñThank you Lindsayò for 
doing such a wonderful job on 
the Easter Cantata.   

 When I was reminded 
that I could join the Easter 
Cantata, I was very excited 
and couldnôt wait to begin 
practicing.  I remembered 
what ñMissò Lindsay told me 

several years ago about how important it is to un-
derstand what you are doing when singing spe-
cial music.  They are not just songsðitôs Godôs 
message that is being delivered.  I was so hon-
ored to get to be a part of the choir.  I had waited 
5 years for the opportunity.  The desire was 
100% there, but the experience was a different 
matter.  Let me put it this way.  When they asked 
me if I was soprano or alto, I said, ñWhatôs that?ò 
I hate to admit it, but it is true.  In spite of my lack 
of experience or musical knowledge, everyone 
was so helpful and welcoming and I felt very 
much at ease the very first night. 

 For several years I have been helping 
Mary Hill with the Childrenôs Choir.  It is very de-
manding and fulfilling and takes a lot of planning 
and coordinating to bring it all together.  We donôt 
even have to worry about tenors, basses, so-
pranoôs and alto's.  We just pray that the children 
show up, stay in their seats, pay attention, and 
can hopefully read all the words by themselves.  
Actually, the Adult Choir is similar to the Chil-
drenôs Choir: you have the goofing off, the gig-
gling, and letôs not forget the bad boys that sit in 
the back row and pick on the girls in front of 
them.  I have to admit, I was just as guilty as the 
rest of them but not as bad as Pastor Todd.  Itôs 
not a lack of respect or anything, itôs just that the 
people are so fun to be with. 

 I never realized how much is involved in 
making everything sound and look just right!  
Every detail must be planned out, worked out, 

and practiced, practiced, practiced.  We all know 
that Lindsay is good at details, but trust me, she 
doesnôt give up until itôs flawless! 

 I would like to thank the choir members for 
their hospitality and for all their patience with me 
and my silly questions, and for teaching me to read 
the music and not just read the words.  I have a 
long way to go and I will wait patiently for God to 
let me know when Heôs ready for me to take my 
next step. 

          Liz Brace 

CANTATAS  HELP REACH PEOPLE  
WITH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 

 

 Cantatas are just one of several 
opportunities during holiday seasons 
that remind us in fresh ways of truths 
found in Godôs Word.  We always hope 
they will generate new love and appre-
ciation for our Savior.  We also hope 
they will help reach unsaved people 
with the Gospel of Christ.  In other 
words, cantatas are ministry. 
 During the fellowship which fol-
lowed the Easter Cantata this year, I smiled as Terri 
Blackwell told me about the witnessing opportunity she 
had while the cantata was being sung!  Her 4 year old 
granddaughter was sitting beside her during the cantata.  
When a slide of The Lord Jesus was shown, her grand-
daughter asked, ñWho is that?ò and Terri explained that 
it was Jesus.  As slides of the crucifixion were shown, 
the child asked, ñWhat are they doing to Jesus?ò  Again 
Terri explained more of the Gospel story.  And when the 
slide of the empty tomb was displayed, she asked, 
ñWhat is that?ò  Little did Terri know when she arrived 
that night that she would have an opportunity DURING 
the cantata to witness to her precious granddaughter!  
When the choir finished singing, the child summed the 
experience up by stating, ñThat was stupendous!ò 
 From now through the end of May, the Adult 
Choir will meet for practices on Sunday nights at 4:45-
5:50 p.m.  Weôre asking the Lord to add more singers.  

Now is a great time to join the 
choir for the remainder of the sea-
son.  The choir will begin summer 
vacation the first of July and begin 
practicing again in late August.   
 Take some time and let a 
choir member know how much the 
ministry of the choir ministers to 
you. 



 

 

Vacation Bible SchoolðJuly 
25-29, Crew Leaders are still 
needed. You can still order a  
shirt if you are interested. 

Speak with Melissa Emerson, VBS Director, if you 
have questions. 

 
We have a new Tweeners Class for 
5th and 6th graders during the Sun-
day Morning Service.  They meet 
every other Sunday and are cur-
rently studying Weird, Gross Totally 
True Stories of the Bible. 

 

Mark your Calendars Now!! Grace 
Baptist Church 50th Anniversary 
Homecoming is September 26-27.  If  
you have the addresses of any previ-
ous members who would like to be 
invited, make sure to get the ad-
dresses to Ellen Owens to be for-
warded to the Homecoming Commit-
tee. 

 
The Senior Adult Ministry is taking 
a trip to Amish County Tuesday, 
May 11th.  Reservations are re-
quested by Sunday, May 2nd.  
Please see Karen Jones or Karen 

Mathers for details. 

B IBLE  STUDY  

FELLOWSHIP  

 

270 plus women are al-
ready signed up to at-
tend the Isaiah class in 
September.  Pre-
registration for Isaiah will 

continue on May 6 and 13.  Registrations are 
taken on a first come basis.  There is a possi-
bility that you may be placed on a waiting list if 
you wait to register in September.  The study of 
Isaiah is expected to be the largest attendance 
the Parkersburg Class has ever had because it 
will include alumni.  It is exciting to see so 
many women come together on a regular basis 
to study Godôs Word.  Lives are being changed 
and churches are getting workers who are 
trained in how to study and share Godôs Word 
with others...our community is being impacted! 
 
Weather has an impact on the amount of park-
ing that is available at Grace because many 
ladies park on the grass.  Access to parking 
can be an encouragement or discouragement.  

We donôt want anything to be a discourage-
ment to attending Bible Study.  B.S.F. leader-
ship is praying for God to give creative solu-
tions for the parking situation.  Already in 
preparation for next year, ladies are carpooling. 
 
As members of Grace Baptist Church, please 
remember to pray for the safety of the ladies as 
they move about the parking lot and inside the 
building.  Pray for souls to be saved and for 
spiritual growth for everyone.  Please pray for 
everyone to have good health including family 
members so that the attendance can remain 
high.  Please pray now for enough leaders to 
meet the needs of next yearôs class.  Thank 
God for the women and children who are cur-
rently in Godôs Word on a weekly basis and 
pray for Divine contacts for invitations to Intro 
Classes.  It is a privilege for us to host this Bi-
ble Study as one of our community projects. 

 

Childrenôs Choir News 
Director, Mary Hill  

 
The childrenôs choir has 
been doing a musical/
Bible study for the last 
several weeks and we will 
finish up that study in just 
2 more weeks.  During the 
month of May we will just 
hang out, sing and fellow-
ship while the weather is 
warm until we end the choir season on May 23rd.  
We will not have choir on Memorial Day Weekend 
which will be Sunday, May 30th.  We will have a 
special activity if all goes well to finish up the choir 
season.  Everyone try to finish strong this year so 
you can say you ended your choir year as best you 
could for the Lord!  Stay committed no matter what 
the journey!   
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ATTENTION 
ALL LADIES 

 
 
 

 
Youôre invited to a shower honoring  

Laura Craig and Neil Owens, son of Ron  
and Ellen Owens, on May 1, 2010  

At 12:00 p.m. in the new fellowship hall.   
 

Registration and gift information  
is on the bulletin board.  

 
Thanks for helping us go 

above and beyond our 
goal of $2,200.  

 
You gave $2,908.50!!  


