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 Recent polling data tells us that twenty 

years ago the average pastor of any denomina-

tion stayed at a church at least seven years.  

Today the average stay across churches of any 

denomination is less than five.  In our own de-

nomination, the average Southern Baptist Con-

vention pastor stays less than three years.  In 

times past the pastorates of men like Charles 

Simeon or John Stott would be over 50 years in 

tenure. Even in our own denomination, men like 

W.A. Criswell (50 yrs.) and Adrian Rogers (32 

yrs.) were wonderful examples of longevity.  So 

when I talk about ten years, it really doesn’t 

seem that long.  Ten years, sometimes is a long 
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time, but upon reflection I must honestly say that time has passed 

quickly in ten years.  In April of 1999 when I had the wonderful privi-

lege of being called by God to this great church as your pastor, my 

vision was somewhat limited by the restrictions of time.  I did not know you and you certainly didn’t 

know me.  It is time that gives the avenue and the opportunity to know one another and it is time that 

God uses to give a true vision of His desire and plan for this church.  God has a path for us to follow 

and that path takes time to know and learn.  Here is what I see is the vision for this church after ten 

years of ministry. 

1.  I see God continuing to use this church in the work of His kingdom, changing lives by His grace in 

the saving of souls.  I see us continuing to be a wonderful witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by 

continuing to reach out in new and different ways of sharing the good news that Jesus saves.  I see 

us using more effectively the technology of today in communicating the truth of God. 

2.  I see us continuing to be a haven of grace.  A place where people can know the love of God be-

cause we really do love one another.  I see a place of healing for hurting souls and lives that have 

been broken by the sins of this world.  I see us continuing to be a refuge from legalism and liberal-

ism that feeds the falsehoods of the world. 

3.  I see a church that continues to grow deep in the wonderful mysteries of the Word of God.  I see 

God working in people fulfilling the prayer of Paul for the church in Philippians 1:9-11, that our love 

will grow deep in the knowledge of His truth.  I see a people truly in love with God by loving His 

Word in Sunday School and Bible study groups.  I see us adding ministry staff to help develop lead-

ers and lead the way for this church to continue to grow, and I see us growing an active and urgent 

prayer ministry to see the power of God working in the lives around us. 

4.  I see us continuing to love children.  I see God continuing to use this church as an island of hope 

for a generation of children that quickly are lost in our society of selfishness and self-centeredness.  I 

see us expanding and advancing our ministry to children with a greater intensity to share the love of 

God with them more fully than ever before. 

5.   I see us expanding our facility to minister more completely and fully with the Word of God.  From 

an added elevator and other means of making our buildings more handicap accessible, to installing 

a digital projection system in the sanctuary to communicate more fully the principles of God’s Word.  

I see us expanding our buildings with a multi-purpose gymnasium that will provide the space needed 

to minister completely to children and youth to a storage building that will house our food pantry and 

maintenance equipment of this church. 

6.  I see a church that continues to build a reputation in the community as a place of stability and 

tranquility.  Where once Grace church had a reputation of contention and conflict, it now overflows 
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with a resolve of unity and harmony.  Next year this church will celebrate a fifty year anniversary, I 

see this church around for another fifty years, continuing to make and impact in our community as 

salt and light of the truth and love of God. 

7.  And last, but certainly not least, I see a church that overflows with the joys of salvation.  A place 

that is known not only for having a “bank” sign out front, but a place where the truth of God and the 

love of God is shared, lived and practiced.  A place of worship, forgiveness, grace and truth.  A place 

that really is a lighthouse in the sea of darkness.  It is my heart’s desire that this never be a place of 

just entertainment or amusement, may this place always be a true Church. 

 I share these visions that you may know that after ten years of serving as your pastor, I am 

truly amazed at what God has done, what God is doing and what God has promised to do through 

us as people of Grace.  Thank you for allowing me the privilege and honor of serving you as pastor 

of this wonderful church.  You all have loved us and continue to love us and we are forever grateful 

and amazed.  When I came by God’s calling to be your pastor ten years ago, I came to stay.  This is 

the only church that our son Hampton has ever known.  God has taught me patience in my time with 

you and He continues to teach me more of His virtues.  Hard work is a vital part of ministry and we 

must never lose sight of the priority that God has given us in the Great Commission to share the 

gospel with all.  We must always depend upon God and His Word to work and we must never grow 

weary in well doing.  God is not done in this place called Grace. He truly has great things in store us 

as we continue this journey together of following God’s plan and His path.  Thank you for allowing 

me to fulfill God’s will for my life by serving as your pastor.  You all never cease to be a great bless-

ing to me, Mary and Hampton.  We  truly thank you from the depths of our heart and we truly love 

you all. 

 So you can see that this Easter is very special for the Hill family as we celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus we also celebrate our ten year anniversary with you.  We celebrate life.  When 

Christ died for us on the cross for our sins, death seemed to have won.  There was darkness and 

emptiness that filled creation and the lives that loved Him.  But then came the resurrection life.  Eve-

rywhere you read of the resurrection appearance of Jesus to those who loved Him you find joy.  Not 

just a sigh of joy, but an overwhelming laughter of explosive joy.  From the ladies meeting Jesus at 

the empty tomb, to the disciples peering at His pierced hands and feet, to Thomas confessing "My 

Lord, and my God," helplessly prostrate before Jesus, you find joy that overwhelms and transforms.  

A joy that could no longer be contained, but contagiously spread everywhere and to everyone they 

met.  For the resurrection proves forgiveness and forgiveness reveals the Life (Jn. 14:6), and the 

true Life gives us the true joy and laughter that never fades away. 

The comedian Fred Allen said, “It is bad to suppress your laughter because when you do, it 



 

 

goes back down and spreads to your hips.”  In case you haven’t noticed lately, most of us Baptists 

seem to be suppressing a lot of laughter.  Let your laughter ring with the joy of the resurrection.  I 

love the story of when the Pope visited the states he was anxious to get to an important meeting.  

The limousine assigned to pick him up did so, and off they went.  The chauffeur knew it was impor-

tant not to publicly sin in the Pope’s presence, so he would not drive any faster than the speed limit 

of 55 miles per hour.  However the impatient pontiff told him to pull over and to let him drive.  The 

Pope quickly put the pedal to the metal and was cruising at 85 miles per hour before he was pulled 

over by the local state trooper.  When he saw the driver, he couldn’t believe it and immediately 

called his captain.  He said, “I really got a big one today.”  The captain said, “you mean the District 

Attorney?” “No, sir, much bigger than that.”  “You have the Governor? “ came a puzzled reply.  “No, 

sir, you don’t understand, much bigger than that.” “The Senator? Replied the captain.” “No sir, even 

bigger, we’re talking top of the line here” replied the trooper.  “Well, for heaven’s sake who is it, the 

President?”  “Well Captain” said the trooper, “I’m not sure who it is, but the Pope is his chauffeur.”  

That’s like Easter, most people know the resurrection is big, but they don’t really know why?  The 

great joy and laughter that the resurrection brings into our lives with the victory over sin and death is 

something that stays and truly changes us.  It is something that must be shared, shared with true joy 

and laughter. 

This Easter, don't forget the laughter.  Let the resurrection move beyond the story and pic-

tures of an empty tomb.  Show the world life, and joy that comes with the laughter.  The real life that 

is found in God's forgiveness and the freedom that comes with it.  Show the world true joy and 

laughter of a living Savior living in your life.  A little girl wrote a letter to God that said, “Dear God, In-

stead of letting people die and having to make new ones, why don’t you keep the old ones that you 

have now? Love Alice.”  She didn’t know that God had answered her letter.  Easter is the joy and 

laughter of God deciding to keep us for all eternity. 

I look forward to worshipping with you this Sunday and especially on Easter Sunday, 

Your very grateful pastor, 

 
������	�
�#����$����
 �����()(�



 

 

��������	
������
�������
��	���
�������

 There is still time to join The Life of 

Moses  Bible Study, but Thursday, April 3rd is your 

last opportunity!   Hopefully this will be the perfect 

time for those of you who can only make a short 

commitment. We are currently in the book of Num-

bers so you will have the opportunity to enjoy the 

wonderful adventure of studying the entire book of 

Deuteronomy. Pre-registration for September’s 

study of the book of John will begin next month.    

 The Life of Moses  is a 9 month study 

which will conclude in mid May. It is an extremely 

exciting study. Interested ladies may attend the 

Introduction Class on April 3rd from 9:10-11:10 

a.m. When you arrive, go to the sanctuary and 

enjoy the experience! Please do not bring un-

enrolled children the day of the introduction class. 

You will enroll them that day, and they will attend 

the following week. Grandmothers, did you know 

that you can enroll your preschool grandchildren if 

you attend B.S.F.? Last month 11 ladies attended 

the Introduction Class and 10 of those ladies 

joined. 

 We praise God for all He is doing. As the 

host church, please pray for protection for this 

class (and our entire church)  from Satan and his 

wiles and fiery darts. Thank God for what He is 

doing in our facility and in our town and for letting 

us be a part of it.  Please pray for God’s protection 

over the parking and especially for strength for the 

grassy areas as the ladies use it for overflow park-

ing. Pray that we won’t have mud issues during 

warm, wet days. Please pray for safety as the la-

dies travel to and from class and as they navigate 

through the church building and grounds. God is 

It hurts to lose  
someone. Find help at 

GriefShare. 
Grief recovery support 

groups. 
 

What is GriefShare? A friendly, caring group of people who 

understand what you are going through and want to help. 

They will be with you as you walk though one of life’s most 

difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the 

grieving process alone. 

 

Through video seminars, support groups, and workbook-

based personal study and reflection, you will work through 

the challenge of losing a loved one and move toward re-

building your life. 

 

GriefShare meets each Sunday evening in the church li-

brary at 4:00 p.m. Each week’s video seminar is different 

so you may join anytime.  This is a nondenominational 

study open to the public. Call Linda Powell (304-863-0422) 

or the church (304-485-4071) to re-

serve your spot.  

 

Together we will learn how to embrace the truths and prom-

ises of 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NIV) 3Praise be to God and Fa-

ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 

the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles, 

so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 
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Easter Cantata Choir to Perform 

In The Presence of Jehovah 
 

The Easter Cantata will be on 
Palm Sunday, April 5th at 6:00 p.m. I 
am happy to announce that we have 
five new members in the cantata 
choir: Darlene Roberts, Derek and 
Linzy Smith, Randall Sprague, and 
Jaima Brown. 

The Easter Cantata is entitled, 

In the Presence of Jehovah . The 40 
minute Cantata includes many familiar 
songs that will bring joy to your heart 
as you are reminded of our redemp-
tion through Jesus Christ. The cantata 
follows Jesus’ life through individual 
characters who each come into His 
presence through different circum-
stances and whose lives are dramati-
cally changed. Still today, we find our 
joy, forgiveness, and fulfillment 
through Jesus Christ who brings us 
into the presence of Jehovah. 

  Narration and stunning video 
from The Visual Bible will help the 
choir deliver the message that there is 
hope for the future when we know Je-
sus as our Lord and Savior, and one 
day we will be with Him in heaven as 

THE EASTER CANTATA CHOIR  
PRESENTS 
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PALM SUNDAY 
ARIL 5TH 
6:00 P.M. 

Anyone interested in joining 
the Adult Choir should come to 
practice on April 19.  The choir 
year will end after the choir 
sings on June 7.  

we worship like never before In the 

Presence of Jehovah . 
 Please pray for the health of 
the choir members and their family 
as cold and allergy season has ar-
rived and we have not been 
skipped!  Also begin praying now for 
God to show you who to invite to at-
tend the musical. 

Lindsay Norris 
Chairman 
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WE ARE EXCITED TO WELCOME THE 
FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS  

TO OUR CHURCH: 
 

Nick, Barbara and Leah Roberts 
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Have you noticed that 

we have two Children’s 
Choirs?  One choir is the group of children who 
meet on Sunday night during the Evening Ser-
vice to practice under the direction of Mary Hill. 
They sing the cantata’s and some specials on 
Sunday Morning. They’re called the Praise 
Makers.  

Recently, we added a new Children’s 
Choir. This is the group of children who attend 
church on Sunday Morning and after the Pas-
tor’s Kid’s Sermon, they leave the sanctuary for 
Children’s Church. We call this choir the Chil-
dren’s Church Choir and they’re under the di-
rection of Melissa Emerson. Both choirs will be 
singing in the near future. 

PRAISE MAKERS  TO PERFORM 
 

The “Praise Makers” children’s choir will be 
singing on June 6 in the a.m. service.  This will 
be the last time they 
sing before  s u m m e r . 
We will have a 
b o w l i n g party during 
the month of April.  
More infor- mation will 
be given out at a later 
date.  We will continue to meet on Sunday 
nights at 6:00 p.m. until school is out.  Bring a 
friend! We would love to have them come and 
join us!! 

Singing for Him, 
Mrs. Mary and Mrs. Liz 
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It has been a little over a month since we 
launched our new website (http://
gbcparkersburg.org) and it appears to have 
been well received. As I interact with others in 
the church I hope to obtain more content on 
our various ministries and activities. I view the 
web site as a way to present the Gospel to 
others and also tell the story of the people of 
Grace and what they are doing for the cause 
of Jesus Christ. I also view it as a digital re-
source for others looking for information about 
Grace Baptist Church. In that regard, please 
consider sharing the web address with all 
your family and friends.  
 
Recently I added the March Newsletter in 
Adobe PDF format and soon I hope to begin 
publishing the weekly church bulletin as well. 
Additional ideas are welcome. You can catch 
me in person or email those ideas to 
gbcwvadmin@gmail.com. 



 

 

 
 
Sweat rolled down 
Running Ante-
lope’s brown face. 
Tears streamed 
down Red Dawn’s 
chubby copper 
cheeks. 
 
Meanwhile, in Bal-
timore, Maryland, 
pedals pumped up 
and down on the 
sewing machines. 

Ladies in both black and white churches sewed quickly 
to make 250 summer suits for the Indian children. 
 
“Very good! That is number 240!” announced Miss An-
nie. The ladies packed the suits and put them in two, 
large boxes. Miss Annie carefully printed the address: 
 
Levering Manual Labor School 
Wetumka, Oklahoma 
 
Soon the big boxes arrived. Running Antelope and Red 
Dawn were at the back of the long line of school chil-
dren. 
 
Oh no! They are going to run out!” cried Red Dawn. 
 
“Why do you always jump to conclusions?” asked Run-
ning Antelope. 
 
The school superintendent counted, “237, 238, 239, 240. 
. .” and placed the last four suits in the eager hands of 
Running Antelope and Red dawn. Running Antelope ad-
mired his new pants and shirts. “Annie Armstrong is OK . 
. . I mean, for a girl!” he said. 
 
Red Dawn tossed her straight black hair. She held the 
soft, new dress close. She smiled and answered, “Well, 
she may be a girl and she may have a funny name, but 
Annie Armstrong is one lady I will always remember. And 
now I can go to school and get to know that Jesus per-
son, too.” 
 
 Annie Armstrong loved children, missions, and the Lord. 
The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American 
Missions was named in Miss Annie’s honor. The money 
from this offering helps missionaries tell people about 
Jesus. Miss Annie never took money for her mission 
work. In fact, she often quoted this verse, “I will not offer 
burnt offerings to the Lord my God which cost me noth-
ing” (2 Samuel 24:24).  (www.anniearmstrong.com) 

Grace Baptist Church 
Goal:$2200.00 

Given to Date: $1,087.50 

Annie Armstrong Is a Funny Name 
 

Running Antelope heard a simple pop. He saw the top button 
of his pants fly into the wind. “Oh, great!” he exclaimed. Run-
ning Antelope and his best friend, Red Dawn, ran down the 
muddy Oklahoma trail. It was the spring of 1882. School was 
almost out! 
 
“Those pants have had it!” said Red Dawn, laughing hard. 
She pointed to Running Antelope’s pants. They were skin-
tight and way above his ankles. “You look like you are ready 
for the spring floods” she teased. 
 
What about you?” Running Antelope teased back. He 
grinned and pointed to Red Dawn’s dress. She had worn it 
all winter. The buttons were about to pop off it, as well. Red 
Dawn sucked in her stomach and rolled her eyes. 
 
“Well, we have outgrown our winter clothes. They are getting 
tight,” she replied. 
 
“And hot!” added Running Antelope. 
 
“Well, we should not complain, Running Antelope!” chided 
Red Dawn. “I’m glad that nice lady—uh, uh—Miss Annie 
Strong Arms. . . “ said Red Dawn. 
 
No—It’s Annie Armstrong! It is a FUNNY name?” Running 
Antelope was laughing now. 
 
“You should talk! Maybe she thinks ‘Running Antelope’ is a 
funny name,” answered Red Dawn. She giggled. “Anyway,” 
Red Dawn continued, “I’m just glad Annie Armstrong and all 
those other Baptist ladies in Baltimore sent us these winter 
clothes we are wearing right now.” 
 
“Me too. And I’m glad Miss Annie’s uncle left that money to 
build our school so we can learn to read and write,” an-
swered Running Antelope. 
 
“Me too,” said Red Dawn. “But I am worried.” 
 
“Why?” asked Running Antelope. 
 
“Because I heard a rumor. Our Indian government cannot 
pay the school the money it promised. And we have to have 
bigger clothes to wear,” answered Red Dawn, tugging at the 
hem of her frayed dress. Tears began to well up in Red 
Dawn’s doe-brown eyes. “And if we don’t get more clothes, 
we can’t go to school. And if we can’t go to school, we can’t 
learn to read. And if we can’t learn to read, we can’t learn 
any more about that Jesus person. And I think I would like 
Him if I could get to know Him.” 
 
“Oh—stop jumping to conclusions, you silly!” running Ante-
lope said. Girls! He thought. The Oklahoma sun beat down.  



 

 

Elevator Fund 
 

Given to date: 
$60,360.00 

Date     Change   
                             
             Vacation Bible School  
                           at Grace Baptist                                                                       

Church. 
                                       

    
    

Sunday, July 26   thru Thursday, July 
30th. 

 
Please plan on being here and invite all 

the children you know to come for a 
great VBS!  

 

 

Sunday, April 26th 
Following The  

Morning Service 
 
 On Sunday, April 26th Grace 
Baptist Church will hold the Awana 
Grand Prix. A hot dog lunch will be 
served around noon following the 
morning worship service. All food is 
free, and everyone is invited.  
 The Grand Prix will begin 
around  1:00 p.m. Trophies will be 
awarded for two categories: Speed 
and Design. All family members of 
Awana clubbers are invited to come 
and have a great time.   
 We also welcome everyone to 
our Sunday School at 9:30 and 
morning worship service at 10:45.  
Come spend the entire day with us.  
You’ll be glad you did! 

The Food Pantry  
Needs Your Help 

 
Additional Volunteers are 

needed to help distribute food for 
the food pantry. 

 
If you’re interested in helping, 
please contact Kay and Buck 

Malcolm at 304-699-1855. 
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Movie Night 
Join the Senior Adults 
on April 16th to watch 

FireProof 
Never Leave Your Partner Behind 

Everyone is invited to join the seniors 
on Thursday, April 16th.  A covered 

dish dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m. and 
the movie will begin in the sanctuary  

at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

May is Associational  
Missionary Emphasis 

Month 
Speaker Dick Howie  

of the Immanuel Association  
will join us. 

Thursday, May 14, 6:00 p.m. 
 

If you have any questions about either event, 
please contact Kay Malcolm at 304-699-1855. 

 


