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There is the well-worn cliché that if March
comes in like a lion, it will depart like a lamb. As
we prepare for Easter it is important to think
about the Lamb of God which is Jesus.

God really can be quite gentle with us, just
like a lamb. It is God’s gentleness and kindness
that woos us to repentance. One of the greatest
acts of gentleness is that of prayer. As we ap-
proach Easter we are asking you to pray. Pray
for the salvation of friends, families and even
foes. Praying Across West Virginia is an act of
kindness and gentleness that can have tremen-
dous fruit. Choose now to be a part of the Find It
Here campaign across West Virginia that points
people to Jesus, the Lamb of God. Use the 3-1-6
cards that were given out and write on it three
names of people whom you know need Jesus.
Commit to God to pray for those three names,
once a day, six days out of every seven. Be a
part of a prayer team that will prayer walk through : [
neighborhoods in our city, praying for people to
be saved. Be a person of prayerful gentleness




and watch God
work through your
faithfulness.

Gentleness
is one of God’s greatest attributes. Often, we as
Christians pray for patience and love. We pray for
purity and self-control. But who among us ever
says a prayer for the grace of gentleness? Gentle-
ness is the one trait that impacts a hard and brutal
world, greater than any other. It is the one trait that
ought to be outstanding in our relationships to oth-
ers. In 2 Corinthians 10:1, Paul pleads with the
church, "..by the meekness and gentleness of
Christ." How does the Bible describe gentleness?
The word gentle can be translated in some in-
stances as the word restful.

Jesus' entire ministry was built upon the
avenue of gentleness. A profile of gentleness, as it
should appear in our lives, will first appear in our
active pursuit to make others feel at ease or at rest
in our presence. This means that we strive not to
dominate or intimidate others. Gentleness will sec-
ondly demonstrate respect for the personal dignity
of the other person. This means that you will strive
to correct any wrong opinion of that person with
persuasion and kindness. Gentleness will also
avoid blunt speech and abrupt manner. Instead, it
means seeking to answer everyone with sensitivity
and respect, showing consideration to all. A gen-
tle person will not feel threatened. Instead he will
seek to instruct gently, looking to God to dissolve
the opposition. Finally, the gentle Christian will not
degrade or hold belittling gossip about the brother
who falls into sin. Instead, he will grieve for him
and pray for his repentance.

David Jeremiah writes in his book, God in
You, about a man eating in a restaurant, sitting
across the aisle from a little boy and his parents.
During the course of the meal the little boy did what
so many little boys do at a certain age in their de-
velopment. He went to reach for something and
knocked over his glass of milk. Immediately, those
parents began to tear into that boy. They told him
how stupid he was, how clumsy he was, and on
and on. Finally the man across the aisle couldn’t
take any more. He deliberately took his hand and
whacked over his water glass, hard, sending water
everywhere. “Oops,” he said, smiling at the family
across the aisle. He wanted them to see that even
a 48-year-old man can dump his beverage from
time to time. With a gentle act of identification, the
boy was comforted and the family was corrected.

Truly seek to identify and empathize with those
around you and be gentle.

THE TRUE STORY OF SAINT PATRICK

This time of year we pause and celebrate
unofficially a man whose name bears the holiday
we honor by wearing green, St. Patrick. Break-
point Ministries of Charles Colson’s Prison Ministry
Fellowship shares this account of his life.

If you ask people who Saint Patrick was,
you're likely to hear that he was an Irishman who
chased the snakes out of Ireland. It may surprise
you to learn that the real Saint Patrick was not ac-
tually Irish -- yet his robust faith changed the Emer-
ald Isle forever.

Patrick was born in Roman Britain to a mid-
dle-class family in about A.D. 390. When Patrick
was a teenager, marauding Irish raiders attacked
his home. Patrick was captured, taken to Ireland,
and sold to an Irish king, who put him to work as a
shepherd.

In his excellent book, HOW THE IRISH
SAVED CIVILIZATION, Thomas Cahill describes
the life Patrick lived. Cabhill writes, "The work of
such slave-shepherds was bitterly isolated, months
at a time spent alone in the hills.” Patrick had been
raised in a Christian home, but he didn't really be-
lieve in God. But now -- hungry, lonely, frightened,
and bitterly cold -- Patrick began seeking out a re-
lationship with his heavenly Father. As he wrote in
his CONFESSIONS, "I would pray constantly dur-
ing the daylight hours" and "the love of God . . .
surrounded me more and more." Six years after his
capture, God spoke to Patrick in a dream, saying,
"Your hungers are rewarded. You are going home.
Look -- your ship is ready."

What a starting command! If he obeyed,
Patrick would become a fugitive slave, constantly
in danger of capture and punishment. But he did
obey -- and God protected him. The young slave
walked nearly two hundred miles to the Irish coast.
There he boarded a waiting ship and traveled back
to Britain and his family.

But, as you might expect, Patrick was a dif-
ferent person now, and the restless young man
could not settle back into his old life. Eventually,
Patrick recognized that God was calling him to en-




ter a monastery. In time, he was ordained as a
priest, then as a bishop. Finally -- thirty years after
God had led Patrick away from Ireland -- He called
him back to the Emerald Isle as a missionary.

The Irish of the fifth century were a pagan,
violent, and barbaric people. Human sacrifice was
commonplace. Patrick understood the danger and
wrote: "I am ready to be murdered, betrayed, en-
slaved -- whatever may come my way." Cauhill
notes that Patrick's love for the Irish "shines
through his writings . . . He [worried] constantly for
his people, not just for their spiritual but for their
physical welfare." Through Patrick, God converted
thousands. Cabhill writes, "Only this former slave
had the right instincts to impart to the Irish a New
Story, one that made sense of all their old stories
and brought them a peace they had never known
before." Because of Patrick, a warrior people "lay
down the swords of battle, flung away the knives of
sacrifice, and cast away the chains of slavery.”

As it is with many Christian holidays, Saint
Patrick's Day has lost much of its original meaning.
Instead of settling for parades, cardboard lepre-
chauns, and "the wearing of the green,"” we ought
to recover our Christian heritage, celebrate the
great evangelist, and teach our kids about this
Christian hero.

Saint Patrick didn't chase the snakes out of
Ireland, as many believe. Instead, the Lord used
him to bring into Ireland a sturdy faith in the one
true God -- and to forever transform the lIrish peo-
ple.

| share this story with you to remind you of
the calling that God has given each one of us indi-
vidually and this church corporately. We are called
to share Jesus. No matter what our circumstance,
our calling is the same. We must share Jesus.
This month ask God to put someone in your life
with whom you can’t help but share the love of
God. Know the joy of your salvation and the for-
giveness and freedom it brings by telling someone
about your Savior and inviting them to come and
worship Jesus with you here at Grace Church. |
look forward to seeing you this Sunday.

By His Grace and for His Glory,

Pastor Todd

Every Believer Sharing. Every West
Virginian Hearing. Making a Difference
Across West Virginia.
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Wear Green



W s, The Sanctuary
&P @ choir finished their
Welcome //f@@ Sabbatical on Feb-

Back, =~ ruary 1
e, iy y 1st. March
Choir %\\ = practices begin at
¢ j 4:15 and then
\&/ change to 4:45

p.m. beginning in April. New members
are still welcome to join through the
month of March. The Cantata Choir is
meeting at 5:00 p.m. each Sunday in
March.

We continue to miss our snowbirds and
expect to see them migrate back to us
during the next few weeks. They defi-
nitely missed a snowy winter!

Join us for the Easter Cantata titled, “It Is
Finished...Paid in Full,” on Palm Sunday,
March 28th at 6:00 p.m. A fellowship will
follow the cantata. Please bring finger
food to share.

The Children’s Church Choir and the
Preschool Choir are both scheduled to
sing during March. You will also be
blessed as some of our older children
are preparing solos—one for the first
time. This winter we have been
stretched thin on special music as sev-
eral of our regular soloists are home tak-
ing care of loved ones.

Please Pray:

For people to invite to the cantata.
Dave Mathers has developed a lovely
power point cantata accompaniment
which will appeal to the saved and lost
alike. Nursery is provided for children
who are not yet in school.

For the health of the choir members—
the flu has already struck and allergy
season is just days away. Please pray
for the health of family members also.

For good weather on Sunday nights for
our practices and on Palm Sunday.

For hearts to be touched by the presen-
tation of the Gospel and for lives to be
changed.

Easter comes fairly early this vyear,
please pray for the choir to learn the
music in a timely manner and that eve-
ryone would be focused in their prac-
tices.

The Sanctuary Choir
presents the
Easter Cantata

It is Finished...
Paid in Full.

Palm Sunday,
March 28,
6:00 PM

Please join us for the
fellowship after the service.




Thank you so much for
your great effort at keep-
ing the snow off the
parking lot and sidewalks
this winter for the B.S.F. classes on Thurs-
day mornings! Attendance has continued to
be good in spite of the weather related ob-
stacles. We appreciate the use of Grace
Baptist Church and the wonderful people
who help to undergird this ministry.

The April Intro Class (for new ladies) will be
on Thursday, April 1st. The class always
begins at 9:10 a.m. and concludes at 11:00
a.m. Go to the sanctuary when you arrive.
Feel free to bring friends to the Intro Class.
Children may only attend after they have
been officially registered. Also on April 1st,
ladies may preregister for the fall class on
Isaiah (including alumni). It will begin in
September. Preregistration for Isaiah will
continue on May 6th and 13th. Registra-
tions are taken on a first come basis. There
IS a possibility that you may be placed on a
waiting list if you wait to register in Septem-
ber. The study of Isaiah is expected to be
the largest attendance the Parkersburg
Class has ever had because it will include
alumni.

As members of Grace Baptist Church,
please remember to pray for the safety of
the ladies as they move about the parking
lot and inside the building—especially dur-
ing the remaining winter weeks. Pray for
souls to be saved and for spiritual growth
for everyone. Please pray for everyone to
have good health including family members,
so that the attendance can remain high.
Please pray now for enough leaders to

meet the needs of next year’s class. Thank
God for the women and children who are
currently in God’s Word on a weekly basis.
Pray for Divine contacts for invitations to In-
tro Classes. It is a privilege for us to host
this Bible Study as one of our community
projects. God is doing GREAT things and
changing lives, and allowing us to be a part!

Thank you, Lord.
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Ask missionaries what the Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering® means to them, and they will readily admit
that it is the lifeblood for their service.

When Southern Baptists place their money in the
offering plate, they are in essence placing it in the
hands of a missionary. Every dollar given to the
AAEOQO goes to support missionaries on the field. The
North American Mission Board works in partnership
with state conventions to distribute monies given
through the AAEO to missionaries and their efforts.
Since the offering’s inception, more than $1 billion
has been received by the North American Mission
Board to use in reaching people in North America for
Christ.

Grace Baptist Church Goal
$2,200

Help us reach our goal by giving to the
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering®.



