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How wonderful and merciful our Lord is to us.  

God's blessings are poured out upon the faithful with a 

never ceasing abundance. How exciting it is to daily 

experience His sufficiency revealed in His Word and in 

His presence. The Holy Spirit enables us, the Bible 

equips us, and His love manifested by our love for one 

another upholds us.   

If you missed the worship or Sunday School 

hour this past Sunday, you missed something special.  

This past month we have studied the book of Nehe-

miah and learned to be the one God uses to bring 

change and how to wait upon God. We learned not to 

sit in the rubble any longer and how to conquer the 

twin towers of evil which is criticism and discourage-

ment. We have studied on four Sunday evenings in a 

row the simple plan of William Fay on How to share 

Jesus without Fear.   

All of this points to the reality of taking advan-

tage of opportunities to lead and share your faith.  

However, we are often like the young man who wrote 

to his girlfriend, ñSweetheart, if this world was as hot 

 

10, 9, 8, 7é 
Join me in the 

count  

down to fun!!  
 

Operation Space:  

A Close Encounter 

with Godôs Word  
Vacation Bible School  

at Grace Baptist Church.  

June 14 -19. 
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as the Sahara desert, I would crawl on my knees through the 

burning sand to come to you.  If the world would be like the At-

lantic Ocean, I would swim through shark infested waters to 

come to you. I would fight the most fiercest dragon to be by 

your side. I will see you on Thursday if it doesnôt rain.ò   

Evangelism is not to be done at our convenience but at the Lordôs command. We need to 

take advantage of every opportunity. I love the story of the new pastor to an aging congregation. 

He told them that he would be serving them prune juice in Holy Communion. When asked why he 

would dare entertain such a thought, he said, ñIf the Holy Spirit wonôt move youéthe prune juice 

will.ò  God has command us to move.   

The authority in the life of a Christian is Christ. He is to have absolute rule. When He says 

go, we go. What He says to do, we do. Our love for God is manifested in our obedience to His 

word. What God hates, we also despise. Who He says to love and forgive, we also love and for-

give. All of this is possible by God's indwelling Spirit in our lives; the Holy Spirit. He is the one that 

enables us to obey. Our love and obedience to God is not motivated nor hindered by feelings. We 

as God's children make a conscience choice of the will to obey Him; to submit to His continual 

Lordship over our lives. All of this is possible by God's marvelous grace made manifest in our lives 

by repentance and faith. God loves us, saves us and enables us to obey His will. 

However, the world and itsô carnal attitudes does its very best to distract, detain, and dis-

courage us from service to our Creator, King and Lord. I am reminded of the story of the church 

that put hot air hand dryers in the rest rooms. The pastor asked for them to be removed. When 

asked why, he confessed that they worked fine, but when he went in there he saw a sign that read, 

ñFor a sample of this weekôs sermon, push the button.ò The world thinks the gospel is nothing more 

than hot air. We are to be agents of change, no matter how difficult things may become. The apos-

tle Paul shared some of this with us in 2 Corinthians 11. It is here that we read of Paul being in-

flicted with whippings, beatings and even stoning. He was shipwrecked, impeded by robbers and 

beasts, and suffered personal physical ailments. Yet in spite of these and other major roadblocks, 

Paul could tell Timothy, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith." "I have finished."  Paul was never guilty of "almost finishing." He never worried over what 

might have been. Paul knew God's will for his life and appropriated the riches of Christ to see that 

will accomplished. Paul knew that he had finished his race because he had very clear spiritual 

goals set for himself and his ministry. He knew what it meant to be a missionary and to share the 

gospel. We too must know what it means to be a missionary and to know the joy of sharing the 

Gospel. 

This time of year we pause and celebrate unofficially a man whose name bears the holiday 

we honor by wearing green, St. Patrick. Breakpoint ministries of Charles Colsonôs Prison Ministry 

Fellowship shares this account of his life. 

The True Story of Saint Patrick  

If you ask people who Saint Patrick was, you're likely to hear that he was an Irishman who 

chased the snakes out of Ireland. It may surprise you to learn that the real Saint Patrick was not 

actually Irish -- yet his robust faith changed the Emerald Isle forever. 

Patrick was born in Roman Britain to a middle-class family in about A.D. 390. When Patrick 
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was a teenager, marauding Irish raiders attacked his home. Patrick was captured, taken to Ireland, 

and sold to an Irish king, who put him to work as a shepherd. 

In his excellent book, HOW THE IRISH SAVED CIVILIZATION, Thomas Cahill describes 

the life Patrick lived. Cahill writes, "The work of such slave-shepherds was bitterly isolated, months 

at a time spent alone in the hills." Patrick had been raised in a Christian home, but he didn't really 

believe in God. But now -- hungry, lonely, frightened, and bitterly cold -- Patrick began seeking out 

a relationship with his heavenly Father. As he wrote in his CONFESSIONS, "I would pray con-

stantly during the daylight hours" and "the love of God . . . surrounded me more and more." Six 

years after his capture, God spoke to Patrick in a dream, saying, "Your hungers are rewarded. You 

are going home. Look -- your ship is ready." 

What a startling command! If he obeyed, Patrick would become a fugitive slave, constantly 

in danger of capture and punishment. But he did obey -- and God protected him. The young slave 

walked nearly two hundred miles to the Irish coast. There he boarded a waiting ship and traveled 

back to Britain and his family. 

But, as you might expect, Patrick was a different person now, and the restless young man 

could not settle back into his old life. Eventually, Patrick recognized that God was calling him to en-

ter a monastery. In time, he was ordained as a priest, then as a bishop. Finally -- thirty years after 

God had led Patrick away from Ireland -- He called him back to the Emerald Isle as a missionary.  

The Irish of the fifth century were a pagan, violent, and barbaric people. Human sacrifice 

was commonplace. Patrick understood the danger and wrote: "I am ready to be murdered, be-

trayed, enslaved -- whatever may come my way." Cahill notes that Patrick's love for the Irish 

"shines through his writings . . . He [worried] constantly for his people, not just for their spiritual but 

for their physical welfare." Through Patrick, God converted thousands. Cahill writes, "Only this for-

mer slave had the right instincts to impart to the Irish a New Story, one that made sense of all their 

old stories and brought them a peace they had never known before." Because of Patrick, a warrior 

people "lay down the swords of battle, flung away the knives of sacrifice, and cast away the chains 

of slavery." 

As it is with many Christian holidays, Saint Patrick's Day has lost much of its original mean-

ing. Instead of settling for parades, cardboard leprechauns, and "the wearing of the green," we 

ought to recover our Christian heritage, celebrate the great evangelist, and teach our kids about 

this Christian hero.  

Saint Patrick didn't chase the snakes out of Ireland, as many believe. Instead, the Lord 

used him to bring into Ireland a sturdy faith in the one true God -- and to forever transform the Irish 

people.  

I share this story with you to remind and refresh you of the calling that God has given each 

one of us individually and this church corporately. We are called to share Jesus. No matter what 

our circumstance, our calling is the same. We must share Jesus. This month ask God to put some-

one in your life with whom you canôt help but share the love of God. Know the joy of your salvation 

and the forgiveness and freedom it brings by telling someone about your Savior and inviting them 

to come and worship Jesus with you here at Grace Church. 

I look forward to seeing you this Sunday, 

By His Grace and for His Glory, your pastor, 



 

 

Music Department News 

What Is Your Heart Attitude  

During Worship? 
 
As choir director and chairman of the 

Music Department at Grace, my antenna is ex-
tra alert to the topic of worship. For me this is 
where the rubber meets the road as I choose 
choir music and offer leadership behind the 
scenes. Through a Bible Study that I participate 
in, I have been reminded how seriously God 
takes our worship. In Leviticus we read how 
Nadab and Abihu lost their life as a result of 
something that many of us may be willing to ex-
cuse. Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5) also lost 
their life at the start of Christianity. Not doing 
things Godôs way is a BIG DEAL. How we serve 
is important to Him. It is important to the Music 
Department at Grace Baptist Church too. Those 
who provide special music are reminded that 
God has high standards (Luke 14:48). Weôre 
regularly challenged to examine our heart and 
life for sin that needs dealt with as we desire to 
be able to be used by God and to have our wor-
ship accepted by Him. 

Recently, while I was spending time with 
a group of mature Christian friends we chatted 
about our attitudes during worship services. 
Some of us mentioned times when our attitudes 
were wrong, and it was often in regard to music 
during a service. On more than one occasion it 
was in reference to visiting a church. Some-
times it was because the style of the music ac-
tually grated on our nerves or the sound was 
too loud, but each of us confided that we 
thought of leaving the service because of the 
effect upon us. Needless to say it created a bar-
rier for us to overcome. We know this can and 
perhaps has happened to you too.  

If you ever encounter a style of music 
that inhibits your ability to worship while you are  
at Grace Baptist, we are sorry. If something like 
that happens, try to step back and focus on the 
words. Pray for yourself asking God to help you 
actively worship during the remaining time 
through the prayers, the reading of the Word 

and preaching. Please come talk to me and 
Patrick and let us know if youôre having a strug-
gle with the music at Grace Baptist. 

Musical preferences are personal and 
often age related, so you can imagine the chal-
lenge of trying to meet the needs of the wide 
span of ages in our congregation. We do not 
FOCUS on the style as much as we focus on 
quality of message and the richness of theol-
ogy. Worship through the tool of music is when 
we praise God and sing of His Worth!  We try 
to choose songs (even the praise choruses) 
with the richest lyrics and a focus on God and 
His attributes. 

Pray for the Music Department. Pray 
that everything we do is done to the glory of 
God and that the choices we make facilitate 
worship within everyoneôs heart and mind.  
Pray for one another. 

What is your heart attitude when you as-
semble for corporate worship? Did you know 
that we can hinder the Spiritôs work in our midst 
when our heart is not right? 

  
Lindsay Norris 

Chairman 

THE EASTER CANTATA CHOIR  
PRESENTS 

 

IN THE PRESENCE OF 

JEHOVAH 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
ARIL 5TH 
6:00 P.M. 



 

 

The Sanctuary Choir  

and Easter Cantata Choir  

Begin Rehearsals 
 
 The sanctuary choirôs 9-week sabbatical 
came to an end with rehearsals resuming Sun-
day, February 15th. New members are still wel-
come  to join through the month of March.  
 The Easter Cantata choir also began 
rehearsals on Sunday, February 22nd. The 
Easter musical will be presented on Palm Sun-
day evening, April 5

th
 at 6:00 p.m. I will tell you 

more about the cantata in Aprilôs newsletter. 

 From now through Palm Sunday the 
choir practice times are subject to change to 
accommodate the Easter Cantata choir. Both 
choirs practice on Sunday evening (back to 
back). Childcare is provided in the nursery by 
Andrea Owens. Check your bulletin for practice 
times. You might even want to confirm with 
Lindsay in case of a last minute change.  
 If you plan to sing with the Adult Choir or 
in the Easter Cantata, please let Lindsay Norris 
(the choir director) know ahead of time (304-
295-4036) so she can be certain to have 
enough materials ordered. You donôt need to 
be able to read music to be in either choir, but it 
is necessary that you are able to match your 
voice to pitch. That means that you can make 
your voice match a note when it is played on 
the piano in your range.    

 

 
 
 
 

 

Rehearsals Begin Sunday Evening 
March 1st, 6:00 P.M. 

 

Kindergartenð6th Grade 
Hope to see you there! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VISIT THE NEW  
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH  

WEBSITE  
 

gbcparkersburg.org  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE ARE EXCITED TO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING  

NEW MEMBERS TO OUR CHURCH: 
 

GEOFF HARRIS (OCT 2008), PAT DAWSON (OCT 
2008), MRS. LAVADA CROOK (NOV 2008), ROY 

& TERI BLACKWELL (DEC 2008), Steve Anthony 
(Jan 2009), and  

Paula, Brandon & Mason Bays (Jan 2009). 

gbcparkersburg.org 



 

 

Bible Study Fellowship  
(Ladies only) 

 Are you bored? 

Looking for meaning in 

life? Are you lonely and 

want some good Chris-

tian fellowship with new 

friends? Could you be 

too busy and need a 

defined time to study your Bible but canôt seem to 

make it happen on your own? If you answered yes to 

any of these questions, perhaps Bible Study Fellow-

ship is your answer. 

 This year the topic of study in B.S.F. is The 

Life of Moses.    The 9 month study will cover Exo-

dus through Deuteronomy. We are just beginning to 

study the book of Numbers. It is an extremely excit-

ing study. Interested ladies can attend the Introduc-

tion Class on March 5 from 9:10 -11:10 a.m.  New 

ladies can join all year long!  When you arrive, go to 

the sanctuary and enjoy the experience! Please do 

not bring un-enrolled children the day of the intro-

duction class. You will enroll them that day, and they 

will attend the following week. Grandmothers, did 

you know that you can enroll your preschool grand-

children if you attend B.S.F.? Due to Spring Break, 

there will be no class on March 26th. 

 The B.S.F. leaders who meet at Grace Bap-

tist Church just returned from a retreat in Pennsyl-

vania where they studied about Jesusðspecifically 

the revelations concerning him that are given to us 

throughout the book of Revelation. This year, 1,300 

B.S.F. leaders came together from the northeastern 

United States and Ontario to worship God through 

Bible Study. 

 We praise God for all He is doing in our 

area and you are a part of what He is doing. As the 

host church, please pray for protection for this class 

CONSIDER  A RIDGECREST   

VACATION  THIS SUMMER ! 
 

Ridgecrest is the Southern Baptist Confer-

ence Center located in the Blue Ridge Mountains 

of North Carolina. It is the scene of spiritual train-

ingðand ice cream eating especially in the sum-

mer!   

Ridgecrest offers Centrifuge for teens, 

camps for children, programs for preschoolers and 

2-week camps for children through teens (including 

a backpacking camp for boys 15 and above).  

There is also a Mountaineer Manor scholar-

ship fund for leadership training. A budgeted 

amount of funds is available with specific guide-

lines. The scholarship money will be awarded on a 

first come, first serve basis. The scholarship fund 

only helps defray the cost of going to Ridgecrest, 

depending on the week that you attend and the ac-

commodations that you secure. The application 

for the Mountaineer Manor Scholarship is in the 

music mailbox in the Sunday School office.  

Please make a copy for yourself and return the 

original to my mailbox.  

To learn more about the wonderful opportu-

nities available at Ridgecrest call 1-800-588-7222 

or visit www.lifeway.com/conferencecenters. 

(and our entire church)  from Satan and his wiles and 

fiery darts. Thank God for what He is doing in our facility 

and in our town and for letting us be a part of it.  Please 

pray for Godôs protection over the parking and especially 

for strength for the grassy areas as the ladies use it for 

overflow parking. Pray that we wonôt have mud issues 

during warm, wet days. Please pray for safety as the 

ladies travel to and from class and as they navigate 

through the church building and grounds. God is doing 

GREAT things! 



 

 

It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare.  
Grief recovery support groups.  

 

What is GriefShare? A friendly, caring group of people who understand what 

you are going through and want to help. They will be with you as you walk 

though one of lifeôs most difficult experiences. You donôt have to go through 

the grieving process alone. 

 

Through video seminars, support groups, and workbook-based personal study 

and reflection, you will work through the challenge of losing a loved one and 

move toward rebuilding your life. 

 

GriefShare meets each Sunday evening in the church library at 4:00 p.m. 

Each weekôs video seminar is different so you may join anytime.  This is a 

nondenominational study open to the public. Call Linda Powell (304-863-0422) 

or the church (304-485-4071) to reserve your spot.  

 

Together we will learn how to embrace the truths and promises of 2 Corin-

thians 1:3-4 (NIV) 3Praise be to God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we our-

selves have received from God. 



 

 

 The youth had a great time at 

YEC (Youth Evangelism Conference) in 

January. The event, YEC: Roadtrip, 

Taking Your Faith On The Road, was 

held at Cross Lanes Baptist Church in 

Cross Lanes, WV and was attended by 

approximately 1000 youth and leaders. 

 The Youth Leader seminar at 

YEC was encouraging and informative.   

 The youth at GBC felt the life les-

sons learned from artist KJ-52 was the 

most impactful time at the conference. 

It was great to see them invite their 

friends to this event.  

 Jacob Atchley has done a great 

job coordinating this event.   

 Thanks to the adult leaders that 

came out to help. You are appreciated 

very much. 

 It was a wonderful time of encour-

agement and equipping for all who at-

tended. 

 

Coming up: 

ß Remember Praise Band practice 

Sunday nights 5:00 ï 5:30 followed 

by Bible Study. 

ß We are in need of someone who 

wants to learn keyboard and another 

guitar player. All youth are invited to 

participate even if you just want to 

praise God during youth. 

ß 90-day New Testament Reading 

Plan ends May 1st. 

ß Centrifuge Dates July 13-21 at WV 

Wesleyan. Information to follow.  

Check out www.fuge.com 

Youth news  
Jason Potts, Youth Leader  

Sunday, April 26th  
Following The  

Morning Service  
 

 On Sunday, April 26th Grace 

Baptist Church will hold the Awana 

Grand Prix. A hot dog lunch will be 

served around noon following the 

morning worship service. All food is 

free, and everyone is invited.  

 The Grand Prix will begin 

around  1:00 p.m. Trophies will be 

awarded for two categories: Speed 

and Design. All family members of 

Awana clubbers are invited to come 

and have a great time.   

 We also welcome everyone to 

our Sunday School at 9:30 and 

morning worship service at 10:45.  

Come spend the entire day with us.  

Youôll be glad you did! 

http://www.fuge.com/


 

 

Blood & Hot Chocolate 
MENôS ICE HOCKEY 

OHIO UNIVERSITY  
VS  

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY 

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2009  
 
 

Weôll meet in the church 
parking lot at 5:15 PM and travel to Ath-
ens for Mexican food and then on to 
Byrd Arena at 7:30 for the hockey match. 
Tickets: Adults $8.00 and Students 
$6.50. Reserve your spotðcontact Bill 
James at (304) 482-3578. 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 
We believe. You belong here. 

The Encouragers!  
Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 AM 

Elevator Fund  
 

Given to date: 
$47,028.17 

 

The ñAnnieò of the Offering 

 Each year, we honor the life and work of Annie Walker Armstrong (1850-
1938) when we give to the annual offering for North American missions named 
after her. As a tireless servant of God and a contagious advocate and supporter 
of mission efforts throughout the world, Annie Armstrong led women to unite in 
mission endeavors that ultimately led to the formation of Woman's Missionary 
Union, for which she served as the first corresponding secretary. 

 Annie believed in Christ with all her heart, but it was her hands that ex-
pressed that belief in tangible ways. She spent a great amount of time typing 
and handwriting letters in support of missions. Many of these letters were quite 
lengthy and all were filled with conviction that more could and should be done in 
our mission efforts.  In 1893 alone, she wrote almost 18,000 letters! Annie also 
never hesitated to use her hands to reach out to hug a child or distribute food 
and clothing and the Word of God to those in need. Her hands held her own Bi-
ble as she studied to know how best to share Gods love with others. And, most 
important, Annie was a woman of prayer, folding her hands in prayer to inter-
cede for the missionaries and for those they were helping discover Christ. 

 Annie rallied churches to give more, pray more, and do more for reaching people for Christ. As we 
continue to unite to make her vision a reality in North America today, we can be confident that her legacy will 
also be ours. (www.anniearmstrong.com) 

 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® for North American Missions  

Grace Baptist Church Goal:$2800.00  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April Newsletter articles, pictures and  

announcements due Sunday, March 15th.   
Information can be given to Cheryl by email 
(pgreene5830@verizon.net), phone (485-

5523), or placed in her box in the  
Sunday School office. 
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Game Night 
Thursday, March 12, 6:00 p.m. 

Bring a covered dish and your  

favorite board game. 

ððððððððððððððððððððð 

Movie Night 
Thursday, April 9, 6:00 p.m. 

FireProof 
Never Leave Your Partner Behind 

ððððððððððððððððððððð 

Guest Speaker  

Dick Howie 
Thursday, May 14, 6:00 p.m. 

ðððððððððððððððððððð- 

Meetings are held in the fellowship hall.  

Contact Kay Malcolm at 699-1855 if you  

have any questions. 


