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With the month of January comes the thrill and ex-
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changed life. Jeremiah the “weeping prophet” in the

midst of a sorrow over the sins of Israel and the

Thank you so much for the

warm donations you gave to

Old Man Rivers. Your items
were given as Christmas
presents to the homeless

&) along with a hot meal. The

Therefore | have hope. -
; - § remaining items will be
Through the Lorb's mercies we are distributed this month to those

not consumed, with the greatest need.
Because His compassions fail not.

judgment of God gives a wonderful promise for us in
these months. In Lamentations 3:21-24(NKJV), < \ !

This | recall to my mind,

h . Please keep this ministry in prayer during the winter. It
They are new every morning; takes 75 Ibs. of meat to feed people for one day. The need
Great is Your faithfulness. has doubled and donations are down.

“The LORD is my portion,” says m ) _
y P o y y Thanks again! Your donations blessed many.
soul, “Therefore | hope in Him!” Alicia James




Hope and love are new each morning all because of a won-

derful loving God. God promises to do great and mighty

things. If there is one thing that is needed in this world and in

our lives it is the commitment to rise above the level of mediocrity by believing God. The story
is told about a contest for children in riding a bicycle. Part of the contest was an exercise that
demanded that each child ride their bicycle down a narrow plank without falling off. The one
who was able to do that would win a prize. All the children fell off except one who made it all
the way to the end. After the contest was over people asked the boy “how were you able to do
it?” He replied, “Well everybody else was looking at the plank or their front wheel. | was look-
ing at the end of the plank.” If you're going to succeed, you have to keep your eyes on the goal
and not the situation. As one encourager put it, "If Columbus had turned around, no one would
have blamed him. But then, no one would have remembered him either.” As pastor of this won-
derful church, by God's grace | resolve anew that this church never give in to the abyss of me-
diocrity. We must keep our eyes on the goal and never turn back—the goal of loving God, lov-
ing one another and sharing God’s love with all the world. This means that by the Holy Spirit,
we use the greatest weapons against mediocrity that God has equipped us with—the weapons
of faith and encouragement.

This year we will manifest that faith and encouragement by focusing on Power Prayer
(praying often with expected results), Purpose evangelism (3-1-6 cards), and Persevering
growth (discipleship). Everyday has purpose and power because of God’s love. We have an
opportunity to express love and celebrate every day, especially when we gather to worship our
loving God who is expressed and defined not only as holy but also as love. The apostle John
writes under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, "This is the message you heard from the beginning:
We should love one another."

We spend time on what we deem important. Many of these choices are valid: time with
family and friends, work, prayer, ministry, evangelism, serving the poor, fighting for rights, protest-
ing wrongs. But as Scripture reminds us, "And though | bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and
though | give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing." (1 Cor. 13:3)

Even though we have the freedom to set our own priorities, Jesus made a point of defin-
ing a specific priority for us: "You shall Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” (Matt. 22:37-38,NKJV). Love, then, is not a gray area
of Scripture. Every thought, response, and act of goodwill must first be pressed through the fine

filter of love or it means nothing. The famous apologist Francis Schaeffer once wrote, "Because



man is a man, he is to be loved at all cost." God paid that cost with His only begotten son.

We know that God is love, and that the only true source of love is found in Him. We
know that God first loved us and that love is unconditional. But what some of us do not seem
to know is the debt we owe those around us with that godly love. Paul writes in Romans 13:8
(NKJV), Owe no one anything except to love one another; for he who loves another has ful-
filled the law.

One church theologian put it this way, "The debt of love remains with us permanently
and never leaves us. This is a debt which we pay every day and forever owe." The primary
reason you and | can pay that debt is that "the love of God has been poured out in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit who was given to us." (Rom. 5:5, NKJV). God's own love to us and every
other believer is the bottomless well from which we can draw and then share with others. If we
have this wonderful, supernatural resource of love through the Holy Spirit, it only follows that
we must submit to the Spirit. When we do so, all the enemies and impediments to love will melt
away. Those impediments to love, such as pride, unjustified power-grabbing, selfish ambition,
partisanship, hatred, bitterness, will be overwhelmed with the humility of God's love in our lives
by the Holy Spirit. What a comfort to know that God's always teaching us that love through the
Holy Spirit. At every turn we see humility going hand in hand with godly love. Genuine love
never turns its "freedom into an opportunity for the flesh" (Gal. 5:13,NASB). It will not do any-
thing to cause another Christian to fall into sin or even be offended in His conscience (Rom.
14:21). Love that is from God will "be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other,
just as God in Christ also has forgiven [us]" (Eph. 4:32).

I remember the story of the man who forgot his wife’s birthday, their wedding anniver-
sary and finally Valentine’s Day. His wife in anger demanded that she receive a present. She
told him that the next morning she better find a gift in the driveway that goes from zero to 200
in six seconds. The next morning there was a big gift wrapped box in the driveway. She ran
outside and upon opening it, she found a brand new bathroom scale. Needless to say she was
disappointed. Or the story of the man who lay dying in the hospital with his wife by his side. He
would drift in and out of a coma. This went on for days. Finally, when he realized what was
happening, he called for his wife and said, “Honey you have been with me through everything.
The time | wrecked the car, the time | lost my job, the time | fell from the roof and now through
this time of illness.” He called her closer and with the strength he had left, whispered, “I think
you're bad luck.” People can be harsh. You be focused in the love of God. Share Jesus and
watch God work. | promise you He will, and you’ll not be disappointed.

| look forward to God doing great things in 2009,



It feels good to have the Christmas decorations
at Grace Baptist neatly stored away for another year.
Thank you to the many who came to help us decorate.
The anticipation of the season seems to bring more
people out to decorate than to remove decorations. |
want to extend a special thank you to Dick Howie for
driving all the way from Ripley to help us remove deco-
rations from the sanctuary. Beth Judy and Joe Norris
also helped while Debbie Barnhart and Carol Wise
worked in the hallways.

Thank you to everyone who donated the beauti-
ful poinsettias that were used to decorate for the can-
tata and for worship services. They remained healthy
and beautiful the entire month!

| thank God for answering our many prayers dur-
ing the month of December. He graciously kept the
choir members and their families well. He didn’t prevent
unexpected situations from occurring, but He gave us
grace in dealing with them. The sound equipment
worked well during both musicals and there must have
been Divine appointments to extend invitations to our
services because we had many guests during the
month of December.

Easter music started arriving even while | was
preparing for Christmas! I've had the opportunity to lis-
ten to a couple of cantatas and numerous anthems.
Please pray that | will have ample time and focus to be
able to plan in a timely manner. Please pray with me
that | will know the direction God wants for the Adult
Music this spring.

The Adult Choir is enjoying a sabbatical during
the month of January. This gives them time to rest and
catch up on chores at home that might have been ne-
glected during the busy month of December. It also al-
lows them to focus on their family’s needs. On Sunday,

February 8th the Christmas Cantata Choir members and

their family members will enjoy a covered dish lunch in
the fellowship hall. In the background, the cantata will be
playing so that the choir members can see how it looked
and sounded. We thank you for the many positive com-
ments about how uplifting the message and the music
was to you. It was a spiritual ministry. That is another an-
swer to our prayers! Thank you Lord!

During the choir sabbatical the Music Department
will not be idle. We will be praying, cleaning and storing
items that were temporarily placed in the choir room,
mending and storing books as well as taking inventory of
books. The schedule for special music will be worked and
reworked, while new music will be critiqued on an ongo-
ing basis. Please pray for the Choir Directors as long-
term planning will be made during January. Thank you
for your prayers. We are aware that sometimes music
touches the heart in a way that the spoken word doesn't.
Many times music helps calm and prepare the heart to
receive the spoken Word. Our goal is to glorify and mag-
nify God through this tool.

Whatever you do in word or deed,

do all to the glory of the Lord.
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What wonderful blessings we had dur-
ing the children’s choir Christmas musical!
God blessed us with good weather, good
health and good attendance, but most of all
precious voices that love to sing praises! We
had so many complements afterwards. We
give God all the praise and glory! We could
not have done any of it without Him!

We will be taking a choir break for the
rest of the month of January. More details
will be given towards the end of the month as
to what we are planning to do next. We are
having a skating and pizza party this month!
We could have had it over Christmas break
but some children were out of town and
would have missed it. You guys have worked
so hard and deserve it!

We hope everyone had a blessed
Christmas and a very Happy New Year! Pray
for us as we seek direction for our choir and
what God has planned for us! Enjoy your
break! We love each of you very, very much
and are very proud of you!

Singing for Him,
Mrs. Mary and Choir Leaders
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The Preschool Choir is now meeting as a
part of the preschool children’s church
class. The choir is open to children ages 3,
4 and 5 who have not yet entered Kinder-
garten. They meet in the nursery wing dur-

ing the Sunday morning worship service.
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Are you bored? Looking for meaning in
life? Are you lonely and want some good Chris-
tian fellowship with new friends? Do you get
depressed during the winter months? Could
you be too busy and need a defined time to
study your Bible but can’'t seem to make it hap-
pen on your own? If you answered yes to any
of these questions, perhaps Bible Study Fel-
lowship is your answer.

This year the topic of study in B.S.F. is

The Life of Moses.  The 9 month study will cover Exodus through Deuteronomy. It is an
extremely exciting study. Interested ladies can attend the Introduction Class on February

5 from 9:10-11:10 a.m.  We will be studying Leviticus 8-10. You will find it very interesting
and practical to your life today! New ladies can join all year long! When you arrive, go to the

sanctuary and enjoy the experience! Please do not bring un-enrolled children the day of the

introduction class. You will enroll them that day, and they will attend the following week.

Grandmothers, did you know that you can enroll your preschool grandchildren if you attend
B.S.F.?

We praise God for all He is doing in our area  and you are a part of what He is do-
ing. This year, ladies are driving to class from as far away as Athens and Caldwell, Ohio.
There are approximately 230 women and 33 children enrolled and attendance is regular.

As the host church, please pray for protection for this class (and our entire church)
from Satan and his wiles and fiery darts. Thank God for what He is doing in our facility and
in our town and for letting us be a part of it. Please pray for God’s protection over the park-
ing and especially for strength for the grassy areas as the ladies use it for overflow parking.
Pray that we won’t have mud issues during warm, wet days. Please pray for safety as the

ladies travel to and from class and as they navigate through the church building.

God is doing GREAT things!



It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare.
Grief recovery support groups.

What is GriefShare? People who understand what you are going through and want to
help. They will be with you as you walk though one of life’s most difficult experiences.

You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone.

Through video seminars, support groups, and workbook-based personal study and re-
flection, you will work through the challenge of losing a loved one and move toward re-
building your life.

This 13-week class begins Sunday, January 25, at Grace Baptist Church in the fellow-
ship hall from 5:00-5:55 and is open to the community. Please call Linda Powell at 304
-863-0422 or call the church 304-485-4071 to reserve your spot.

If you have experienced the loss of a family member or friend, this support group is for

you.

Together we will learn how to embrace the truths and promises of 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
(NIV) ®Praise be to God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion
and the God of all comfort, “who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.






Elevator Fund

Given to date:
$44,503.17

March Newsletter
Deadline
Sunday, Feb. 15

Please submit all articles, pic-
tures and announcements for
your ministry for the March
Newsletter to Cheryl Greene
at pgreene5830@verizon.net!!

Blood & Hot Chocolate

MEN’S ICE HOCKEY
OHIO UNIVERSITY |
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WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY
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We'll meet in the church parking lot at 5:15 PM and
travel to Athens for Mexican food and then on to Byrd
Arena at 7:30 for the hockey match. Tickets: Adults
$8.00 and Students $6.50. Reserve your spot—contact
Bill James at (304) 482-3578.

We believe. You belong here.

The Encouragers!
Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 AM

Ester-1t's Tough

Being A Woman
By Beth Moore

A 10-week study to begin sometime
in February. If you are interested in
participating in this study, please
sign-up on the bulletin board in the
main hallway.

Children’s Church
Extended Session
Is looking for
new workers.

If you are interested in working
for a one month rotation,
please contact Melissa
Emerson at 481-4684.

Prayer Chain
A new Prayer Chain will be organized within
the next 2 weeks. If you would like to be a
part of this ministry, please call Ellen at the
church as soon as possible. 485-4071.
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New DVD’s

*  Ernie Haase & Signature Sound—Gaither Gospel

Series

*  The Best of Anthony Burger—Gaither Gospel Se-

ries

*  Flywheel—from the creators of Facing the Giants
*  What's So Amazing About Grace? A 10 session

investigation of grace by Philip Yancey
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Covered Dish
Luncheon
for the
Christmas Cantata
Choir
Sunday, February 8th
after the morning
services
RSVP to Lindsay at
295-4036

To everyone who
participated in the Live Nativity,
thank you for assisting

in this wonderful ministry!




